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Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, Westcott, and Wood- 
bridge—34. . 


The question again recurring upon concurring 





in the amendment adopted in Committee of the | 


Whole, 


Mr. SIMMONS moved to amend the amend- || tlers now on the land, and he expressed the hope 


ment by adding thereto: 


« Provided further, That every such non-commissioned 
officer, musician, and private, who shall be entitled to re- 
evive a certificate or warrant for eighty acres of the public 
jands, shall be allowed the option to receive such certificate 


or warrant, or @ treasury scrip for the sum of fifty dollars ;.| | 
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dier to inlist, and it was now proposed to couple 


| with it a provision to give a bounty to those who 


went without such a consideration, which, he 


thought, was a questionable proceeding. 


But he became somewhat alarmed for the set- 


that those who have charge of this public land 


|, subject will provide guards to protect the settler. | 


|| Whose house was now free from the location of 


and when entitled to a certificate or warrant for one hundred 


and sixty acres, the option to receive the same, or a treasury 


is preferred to eertificates or warrants for lands, shall be | 
jssued by the Seeretary of the Treasury, in lieu of such cer- | 


tificates or warrants ; such scrip to bear an interest of six 


per cent. per annurn, payable semi-annually, and redeem- | 


able at the pleasure of the Government.” 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON was opposed to this 


| these land warrants? 


He knew of none. 
He was of opinion, that the treasury was not 
in a condition to be taxed with claims which they 


|| were thus creating, and he again asked the Senate 
scrip for one hundred dollars; and such scrip, whenever it | 


to pause and ascertain where they got their au- 
thority to do what was here proposed. 

Mr. TURNEY, at the request of the gentleman 
from Indiana, (Mr. Hannecan,] withdrew his 


| amendment. 


amendment, as its effect would be to reduce the || 


price of the public lands. 


Mr. SIM 


ONS thought the price would be || 


pretty effectually reduced any how, and the object |, 
of his amendment was to save the soldier from the | 


necessity of selling his land at a still greater reduc- 


tion. 
Mr. TURNEY said. he should vote for the. 


amendment, if for no other reason than to protect || 


the soldier in the possession of the bounty of the 
Government. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alien, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 


ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cass, Chalmers, | 


Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Mason, Niles 


Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Turney, Woodbridge, and | 


Yulee—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Calhoun, Cameron, Cil- 
ley,esThomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Mangum, Miller, Morchead, Pearce, Phelps, Upham, Web- 
ster, and Westcott —23. 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


The question then recurring upon concurring in | 


the amendment as amended. 

Mr. TURNEY moved further to amend by 
striking out eighty acres for the twelve months’ 
men, and inserting one hundred and sixty acres. 

Brief explanations were made by Messrs, HAN- 


NEGAN, BERRIEN, TURNEY, BRIGHT, and || 


SIMMONS. 


{| 


Mr. HANNEGAN then moved to add in the 
third line, after the word company, the words “* for 
a pegiod of twelve months.’’ Afterwards, he in- 
timated, he should move to strike out the proviso, 
if this amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN said he would vote for this amend- 
ment, because, if it should prevail, it would have 
one certain, beneficial effect—it would give one 
hundred and sixty acres of land or one hundred 
dollars’ worth of Government stock to those per- 


| sons who were known to have merited by their 
| Services in this war that expression of the national 


| gratitude. 


The proposition was, to pay one hun- 


| dred and sixty instead of eighty acres of land, and 
| one hundred instead of fifty dollars to the men 
| who, on the first call of their country, volunteered 


} 


to go into the war, where many of them have lost 
their lives; and these men were entitled to this 
consideration, whatever might be given to those 
who should hereafter volunteer. 

But it had been said that those who volunteer 
for a year are not so meritorious as those who vol- 
unteer during the war. Now, it might so happen 
that this war might not last three months after 
those who now volunteer shall be enrolled into the 
army now operating in Mexico, and these men 
might never see a Mexican or pass the Rio Grande, 
and yet they would get as much as those who per- 
formed such valiant exploits in the streets of Mon- 
terey. For these considerations he should vote 
for the amendment. 


Mr. SEVIER said he understood the amend- |} ; 
| when 


ment of the Senator from Indiana excluded those 


volunteers who were ordered out by General || 


Gaines, and served for a very short time. But the 


Mr. TURNEY said he proposed to strike out || bill as it now stands embraces that class of troops, 


‘‘ eighty acres,” as applied to the twelve months’ 
soldiers, and insert ‘one hundred and sixty 
acres.” 

Mr. SEVIER had some doubts about the pro- 
riety of the amendment. The volunteers of his 


State did not enter into the service with any prom- | 


ise of bounty land at all, or any consideration of 
that sort. Indeed, with no such consideration, 
there was a great contest among the various appli- 
cants for that service, there being more desiring to 
go than could be received. And now, when their 
term of service had nearly elapsed—service en- 
tered into without any such obligation—why pro- 
pose to give no man knew how much? It wasa 
Ree that was calculated to create much em- 
varrassment, especially at a time when the country 
Is at its wits end to carry on this righteous war. 
He thought they should first pause and ascertain 
whether they had got the authority to make such 
donations. When Senators proposed to limit it, 
he did not feel inctined to interfere, but when a 
peepoenap was made to give the soldiers money, 
he rose simply to say that it would be better to 
give the soldier money than land. But in adopt- 
ing any such provision, they should also take care 
lest they destroyed all motive to continue the term 
of service for more than twelve months. Cer- 
tainly he who served throughout the war—for 
three or five years—should get more than he who 
coly served three or six PON, ta aks Se, 
ic arrangements the duated the payment o 

the persons they eee according to the term 
of service, The object here was to induce the sol- 


19 


| 
| 


} 
' 





aod he certainly should vote against them. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he believed the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] 
did not provide for those called out by General 
Gaines. 

Mr. SEVIER said he understood the amend- 
ment to embrace all those who have served lesa 
than twelve months. 


Mr. HANNEGAN corrected the Senator from | 


Arkarsas. 


The PRESIDENT again read the amendment. 


Mr. HANNEGAN suggested that it would be | 


well to insert, ‘* for a period not less than twelve 
months.” 
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their country, and not for the love of lucre. He 
wished to give a reward to those who have in 
reality rendered patriotic service—the brave and 
gallant men who distinguished themselves at Palo 
Alto and Resaca de la Palma. He wished to re- 
ward those who went with no hope of receiving 
anything but their seven or eight dollars a month, 
with as substantial a reward as those who come 
from the purlieus of the city, and the sinks of cor- 
ruption, after the bounty shall have been offered. 


| He desired that the services rendered and the suf- 


ferings undergone by those called out in May last 
shonld be compensated, whether they were with 
the army in Mexico, or left to keep open the com- 
munication at the mouth of the river with the in- 
vading army. For those, and the relatives of such 
as have died, he desired to give some tokens of a 
nation’s gratitude, 5 

Mr. SEVIER made a brief explanation. 

Mr. HANNEGAN ealled for the yeas and nays 
on his amendment, and they were ordered. 

Some further explanations were made by Mr. 
BERRIEN, Mr. HANNEGAN, and Mr. MAN- 
GUM. 

Mr. BENTON suggested that when this amend- 
ment was disposed of—about which there appeared 
to be some obscurity in gentlemen’s minds—there 
were several others to be offered. He had several 
to offer himself, but he felt himself unable to con- 


| tinue to set there much longer. 


Mr. HANNEGAN said if it was the desire of 


_ the Senate to adjourn, he would defer his expla- 


nation until to-morrow. [Let’s adjourn.} 
then moved an adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to, 

And the Senate adjourned, 


He 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faivay, January 29, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, when 
Mr. McHENRY, and subsequently Mr. Mc- 


| CLELLAND, moved that its farther reading be 


Mr. MANGUM said it seemed to him the Sen- || 


ator from Arkansas had given conclusive reasons 
why this amendment should not be adopted. There 
should certainly be some discrimination between 
those who serve for twelve months and those who 


months, these men become efficient soldiers, and 
some inducement should be held out to them to 
continue in the service. 

Mr. HANNEGAN would be as far as any man 
from doing anything which would disband our 
army. From the bottom of his heart he hoped, 


tion to look for a speedy peace: he hoped that by 
that time General Taylor would have either com- 
manded or treated for a peace. But his amend- 
ment was designed, as he said some days ago, to 

ive something substantial to the men who went 


serve for three or four years. At the end of twelve | 


before the Ist of May, they should be in a situa- | 


into the army for limited periods at the call of 


dispensed with; which motions were rejected. 
The reading having then been concluded, the 
Journal was approved. 
The SPEAKER was proceeding to announce 


| what the state of the several pending questions 


was at the adjournment of the House last night, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and said that there 
were several perplexing questions left undecided, 


| growing out of the scene which took place in the 


House yesterday. It was unnecessary to decide 


‘fo 
| these questions to-day ; there was no longer any 


| necessity for doing so. 


It was easier to sever the 
cord than to attempt to untie it. He would, there- 
fore, submit a privileged motion, that the House 


| resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already de- 
cided that motion to be out of order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I appeal from the decis- 


| ion of the Chair. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, inquired whether, if 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 


| resolution terminating, the debate was before the 


House, it would now be in order to move to lay 
that motion on the table? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will first dispose 


from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and suggested that by 
unanimous consent the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Dromeoo.e] should be enter- 
tained. 

The SPEAKER said it was not in order.. ~ 

Mr. RATHBUN called for the regular order of 
business, being the consideration of bills on the 
private calendar. 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk (in reference 
to the point of order raised by Mr. Dromcoo.e) 
to read the following rule: 

‘133. No standing rule or order of the Ho:se ehull be re- 
seinded or changed without one day’s notice being given Of 


the motion therefor ; nor shall any rule be suspended except 
by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present; Hor 


_of the question of order raised ny the gentleman 
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poned or changed, exeept by 4 vote of at least two-thirds of 
the members present. ‘The House may, at any time, by a vote 
of a majority of the members present, suspend the rules and 
orders for the purpose of going into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union; and also for provi- 
ding for the discharge of the committee from the further con- 
sideration of any bili referred to it, after acting, without de- 
bate, on all amendments pending, and that may be offered.” 


The rule having been read— 

The SPEAKER said: Under the fifty-fifth rule, 
whilst the motion to reconsider the vote on the 
adoption of the resolution of yesterday is pending, 
it is not in order to move to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. The Chair 
decided that question twice last evening. The 
Clerk will read the rule. 

The Crenk then read the fifty-fifth rule, as fol- 
lows: 

* 55. When a motion has been once made, and carried in 
the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any mem- 
ber of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof 
on Ue same or the succeeding day; and such motion shall 
take precedence of all other questions, except a motion to 
adjourn.”’ 


Mr. DROMGOOLE contested the decision of 
the Chair under this rule. The House yesterday 
had no opportunity of reviewing and deciding upon 
the decision of the Speaker, because the question of 
reconsideration excluded all others. His own im- 
pression was, that the privilege of moving, at any 
time, to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, was intended to get over all em- 
barrassing questions of this kind. 

The SPEAKER here suggested, that as the pre- 
vious question had (yesterday) been demanded on 
the motion to reconsider, no debate on an inciden- 
tal question was in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE did not know that the pre- 
vious question was pending. 

Mr. WINTHROP rose to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. He wished to know whether, by gen- 
eral consent, the motion to reconsider, which had 
been the cause of all this difficulty, might not be 
withdrawn, and that thus all these proceedings 
would fall to the ground. 


The SPEAKER thought that, by general con- | 


sent, such a course might be pursued. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON suggested whether, by 
general consent, the motion to reconsider ought 
not to be put and carried ? 

{Several voices: * ‘Try it;”’ ** Well—we are all on 
hand.’’) 


The SPEAKER said, that all this was out of | 
And, on reflection, the Speaker would | 


order, 
state, that the appeal of the gentleman from Vir- 
inia [Mr. Dromeoo.r] could not be entertained. 


There was already one appeal pending, and, by the | 


rule, one appeal could not be piled upon another. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE supposed, then, that he had 
no right to make the point of order. 


The SPEAKER said that the Chair had decided | 


as it was bound by the rule to decide. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE therefore withdrew his mo- 
tion that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
that motion could not be made, nor an appeal taken, 
whilst another oo was pending. 

Mr. ASHMUN then submitted that the first 
question before the House was on his motion to be 


= 


‘ aS I! 
shall tie order of business, as established by the rules, be post- made yesterday, to postpone the consideration of | 


| 


excused from voting on the appeal taken  -samuatcay 


by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 


on which motion the yeas and nays had been or- 
dered. 


withdrawn. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON making an inquiry 
of the Chair in relation to the state of the ques- | 


tion 


. The SPEAKER said the Chair will state in |! 


order the questions pending before the House. 
The first question was on excusing the gentle- 
mati from Massachusetts (Mr. Asumun] from 
voting on the appeal taken by the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Toomss] from the decision of the 
Chair, that a motion for a call of the House was 
not in order (a quorum being present) pending a 
motion to reconsider. ; 
The second question was on that appeal, and 
that question being disposed of, the next question 


would be on the demand for the previous question, ” 
If the H 


on the motion to reconsider.) ouse re- 
sed to second the demand for the previous ques- 


tion, the question would then come up on the motion | lows: 


of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. McHenry,] 


OoMBS,| | 


| He (Mr. A.) now suggested that the mo- |! 
tion to reconsider should, by general consent, be | 





the motion to reconsider. If that motion should 
«not prevail, the House would be brougitt directly 
back to the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JACOB ‘THOMPSON gave notice of his 
intention to move to lay on the table the motion 
to excuse, and all other pending questions. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN inquired of the Chair what 
would be the effect of withdrawing the motion to 
be excused from voting? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question would then be 
on the appeal. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to lay on the 
table the motion to excuse. ~ 

After a brief conversation between Mr. ASH- 
MUN and the SPEAKER, 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired whether it would be 
in order to move to lay on the table the motion to 
reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. Not at this time. 

Mr. STEPHENS asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion of Mr. Jacosp THompson; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said, that if this 
game was to be played over, he would not be the 
means of consuming the time of the House. He 
would therefore withdraw his motion to lay on the 
table. & 
Mr. BARRINGER inquired of the Chair wheth- 
er, by unanimous consent, the House could not go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that ques- |, 


tion twice last night. 

Mr. BARRINGER. I believe every gentleman 
would be willing to do that. 

Mr. W. HUNT inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be in order to move that the original reso- 
lution, and all subsequent proceedings appertaining 
to it, be laid on the table ? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order. 

Mr. ASHMUN. For the purpose of testing 
whether there is any objection or not, I move that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has decided that 
motion to be out of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN. But it may be received by 
unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. 

uestion will be put. 

Mr. RATHBUN. I move that the House go 
into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose of 
taking up the private calendar, as the rule requires. 

The SPEA CER. 
that motion whilst the other question is pending. 

Mr. RATHBUN. Does any member object to 
my motion ? 

A number of members objected. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN now indicated his willing- 


If there is no objection, the 


ness, if the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. | 


Asumun] would withdraw his motion, to move to 
lay on the table the motion to reconsider. 
Mr. TOOMBS inquired of the Chair whether it 


would be in order for him to withdraw his appeal ? | 
The SPEAKER said, not as the matter at pres- | 


ent stood. 


Mr. ASHMUN. 


to be excused from voting. 

So the motion to excuse was withdrawn. 

Whereupon the question recurred on the appeal 
of Mr. Toomss. 

Mr. T. said he would withdraw his appeal, if 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. S. Jones} would 
withdraw his motion to reconsider. 

Mr. S. JONES assented. 

Mr. TOOMBS withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. S. JONES withdrew his motion to recon- 
sider. 

So the question was settled. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


And, on motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ficxum, of Illi- 
nois, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service, 

Mr. SIMS being entitled to the floor from yes- 
terday, resumed and concluded his remarks, as fol- 


Mr. 


In order to give the gentie- | 
man from Alabama {[Mr. Cuapman] an opporto- | 
nity to make his motion, | withdraw my motion | 


| 
| 





| 
| 
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of our military affairs, had a right to conquer te 


| the war to hold them? 
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which I have read to the committee, it would see 


that the President of the United States, at the he a 


ad 


. . +38 Z "T+ 
ritory, to hold it by military occupation, and, as q 
So 


part of that military occupation, to establish pro- 
visional civil governments. I have shown tha 
this war is not waged for conquest, but that, ae. 
cording to the terms of the President’s messace it 
was waged, and rightfully waged, after it yas 
commenced, for an indemnity for injuries Jono 
heretofore perpetrated by the Mexican Government 
upon our citizens, for indemnity for the expenses 
of the war, and for indemnity against future ac. 
gression. . 

It is asked, however, by gentlemen who have 
preceded me in the debate on the Mexican way 
what is to be done with this territory ? Althoush 
this war be not waged for conquest, do we not 
intend permanently to occupy these territories > 
And are we not determined at the conclusion of 
And many, and graye, 
and supposed to be difficult questions, are raised 
in the progress of the debate, in connexion with 
their permanent acquisition. 

During the pendency of hostilities, I hold it to be 
premature on the part of this House to enter into 
the discussion of this question. According to the 
laws of war, we have a right to make conquests, 
The occupation of the enemy’s country and the 
evils of war which we thereby bring upon them, 


are the only efficient means in the prosecution of a 


The Chair cannot entertain || 


' 


Cuairnman: According to the authorities t 





| will not undertake now to determine. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


war to produce that result for which all wars are 
prosecuted, to wit, a speedy peace. If we, in ad- 
vance, proclaim to the Mexican people that we 
would not hold their country; that at the introduc- 
tion of negotiations, or at the conelusion of nego- 
tiations, we do not intend to claim the advantages 
of the war, why we make this an idle tournament; 
nay, worse than an idle tournament, for instead of 
idle jousts, we are hazarding and destroying the 
lives and property of our people, and the Mexican 
people, without any. practical result. 

here is another reason why this House ought 
to forbear to express an opinion on this subject. It 
is peculiarly the province of this House, in con- 
nexion with the other branch of the Legislature of 
the Union, to declare war. It is no part ofsthe 
province of this House to make peace. Accord- 
ing to the well-digested and well-balanced depart- 
ments of our Government, the war-making power 
is intrusted to Congress. They represent the peo- 
ple. The peace-making power is lodged with the 
treaty-making power—the President and Senate, 
The President alone has the right to institute nego- 
tiations looking to peace, the result of such nego- 
tiations to be ratified and confirmed by the Senate. 
It is only after the conclusion of negotiations that 
a subsequent question can arise, letting in the au- 
thority of this House. It does not become us, in 
advance, to trammel negotiation, by throwing out 
suggestions which may inspirit the Mexicans, or 
which may entangle or cripple the Executive, either 
in the prosecution of the war, or in terms of peace 
by negotiation. I hope, therefore, from want of 
authority, that this House will forbear to express 
an opinion on this subject. For one, I am willing 
for a treaty of peace, if Mexico will make us 
proper indemnity for injuries to the amount of 
millions, which we have sustained; if she will 
acknowledge our boundary—our boundary to the 
Rio Grande, and a suitable line from thence to the 
Pacific. I am willing that her territory shall be 
abandoned, on making us suitable indemnity for 
all the losses sustained in waging war, and some 
suitable indemnity that she will not bring upon us 
hostilities again. I go for full reparation for all 


damages we have sustained by hostilities. Let 


be made in money; we prefer it to the wild pam- 
pas and wide-spread mountains; but until this in- 
demnity is obtained, I am o d to yielding one 
foot of territory. I would hold it as indemnity; 
whether to be held temporarily or permanently, | 
If no other 
indemnity be made, then I would insist on its per- 
manent occupation, notwithstanding all these dan- 
gerous and difficult questions which gentlemen sup- 
pose may arise out of the permanent occupation of 
this new country. 

Sir, I have no apprehension of the magnified and 
manifold difficulties which gentlemen suggest. The 


overruling Providence which has averted and turned 
away the thousand difficulties which from time to 
time have clustered around our institutions, will 
again be able to interfere, and will interpose for 
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our protection and safety. When difficulty arises, T 


though it may look startling and dangerous, I have | 
no doubt that that difficulty will be overcome. Not 
only in Providence have I this abiding confidence, 
but I have confidence in the good sense and the 
atriotism of the large mass of the American peo- 
le, both north and south. Ido not believe on the 
slave question, or any other question, the child is 
born in this country who shall witness a dissolu- | 
tion of this Union. I have no idea of the thing. 
Politicians may arise and flourish, and they will 
perish beneath the scorn and contempt of the large 
masses of the honest and well-thinking people in 
every portion of this Union, who shall attempt to 
subvert the institutions and Government of their 
country. I repeat, that the child is not born who 
shall witness a dissolution of the Union on any 


THE 


States, and shall be entitled to the following pay and emol 
uments, viz: two hundred and fifty dollars monthly pay, 
fifty doliars monthly allowance for forage, when the same 
| shall not be provided by the United States, and forty rations*® 
per day, or money in lieu thereof, at the current price ; who 
shall have authority to appoint, from time to time, such 
number of aids, not exceeding four, and secretaries, not ex- 
ceeding two, as he may judge proper, each to have the rank, 
Pay, and emoluments of a lieutenant colonel.— Volume 1, 
United States Laws, at Large, p. 558, Little and Brown. 


Here, then, we have a precedent for what the 
President asks. If it was thought important at 
that time that a lieutenant general should be ap- 

ointed to lead to the battle-field the armies of the 
Sinited States, within the limits of the United 
States, how much more important is it now, when 
the scene of operations is at a distance, far re- 
moved from the seat of government, or the limits 


question that has been suggested. How can it be | of the United States, requiring weeks for consult- 


done? Itis supposed that this slave question is 


ation, either with the President of the United States 


the most dangerous of all others. Sir, no man | °F the head of the War Department? I think we 


who reads his Bible, and who is a Christian, either 
in theory or in practice, can denounce slavery as 
immoral. Who does not know the history of this 
abolition movement in Christendom? The very 


acted unadvisedly in not yielding to this request, 
and that we, in a great measure, interposed our- 
selves between him and the responsibilities of a 
vigorous prosecution of the war. I have no hesi- 


first step taken by the French Encyclopedists for | tation in supposing that the whole plan of the 


overturning the authority of the Bible was to pub- 
lish to the world—and they made the French peo- 


| campaign has been undertaken and instituted with 
a view to this appointment; and if so, the proba- 


le believe it—that slavery was wrong in principle; | oe that the campaign will languish, and be 
[ U 


and then that the Bible from one end to the other 
was the advocate of slavery. The conclusion was | 
inevitable that the Bible was wrong in principle— | 
that the Bible was a fable, not to be believed—and 


productive of slight results, for the want of such an 
officer. [ say, then, fora vigorous prosecution of the 
war, looking through that means to a speedy peace, 
I think this officer should have been appointed, in 


that the religion that stood upon it, recognising and | accordance with the Executive recommendation. 


allowing slavery, must be wrong. No man, who 


There is another reason why such an officer 


is a Christian, can denounce slavery as immoral. |! Should be appointed. I am sorry to comment upon 


In the laws of Moses, slavery is introduced and | 
rovided for: slavery is recognised throughout the 

Bible. It is therefore useless to say that a heresy 

resting upon this flimsy foundation of infidelity, 


can produce these dangerous results which gentle- | 


men speak of. I believe in the abiding good sense 
and Christianity of the American people; that they 
will not rise—in the face of Providence and in 
contempt of the laws of the Bible. 

I go, then, for an occupation permanently of this 
whole country until we are indemnified for the ex- 
penses which our citizens have sustained from time 
to time from Mexico, and until we are indemnified 
for the expenses of this war. Whenever this is | 
done, I would surrender the country; until it is 
done, the country should be held. 

Mr. Chairman, another grave question presents 
itself. The great object of this, as well as every 
other war, is to secure peace. This, the President 
tells you, is the object of this war. We have al- 
ready seen that the only alternative left to us to 
arrive at this result is a vigorous prosecution of 
the war. How shall that war be prosecuted with 
vigor so as to produce a peace? Sir, the com- 
mander-in-chief, the President of the United States, | 
on whom the constitution of the country throws 
the prosecution of this war, should be met with a | 
becoming confidence by the Congress of the coun- 
try, who should supply him with the men and | 
means and the modes of conducting the war for | 
which he asks. He is responsible for the conduct | 
of the war. One of the modes which he proposes | 
is by the appointment of a lieutenant general to 
command all our forces in Mexico. Iam sorry 
that the Congress of the United States have not 
thought proper to respond to the President’s re- | 
commendation in this respect. I believe, in the | 


this additional reason. It has transpired in the 
| newspapers in the last week or two—a letter said 
| to have been written by General Taylor to some 
sew in this country. If these were General 
aylor’s private sentiments, it ill became him, as 

| the head of the invading army in Mexico, to have 
/made them public. For an invading general to 
authorize his opinion to be published to the world, 
in which he speaks of difficulties, of inability to 
| perform what is required of him by his position, 
/ and to make the publication of such sentiments, 


lic, I hold to be highly injudicious. It would seem 
from the tone of that letter, if it is not expressed 
in terms, that General Taylor entertains some 


scruples as to the propriety of this war. There | 
| should be at the head of our army such an officer | 
| as believes that the war is just, as believes that it 


| should be prosecuted with vigor; such an officer 
| as has the ability as well as the will to plan and 
| execute, with efficiency and power, a successful 


| campaign. I do not know that General Taylor 
has authorized the publication of that letter, I 


‘| am slow to believe it. I hope it will turn out to 


have been a most flagrant breach of confidence in 


/any person to whom that letter may have been | 


| written as a private letter. Whoever his friend 
, may be, he has done great misservice to General 
| Taylor as well as to the country. 

| Upon the whole, then, Mr. Chairman, I have 
| undertaken to show to the committee that we have 
of the war: either to withdraw our troops and 
a to the Mexicans all our conquests, and ac- 
| nowledge we are unable to prosecute it, or to 
| 

! 


prosecute it with vigor, until we conquer the peace | 


for which it was undertaken. I think I have 
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| but two alternatives in reference to the prosecution || 


ti 


conduct of a foreign war at a distance from the seat || shown that the war was just and necessary; that | 


if 


of Government, where the President of the United | jt was not waged for conquest, but in accordance 


States is necessarily detained, where the head of || With the laws of nations as recognised under the | 


the War Office is properly detained, that such an | Constitution of the United States whenever a war | 


officer -should be created. I believe, with a suit- || exists in this country, that we have a right to make | 


able appointment of this sort, the war would be 
prosecuted with si vigor—that it would be | 
prosecuted with better results. And I think, as 
there is a precedent for such an appointment, that | 
we ought to have listened and yielded to the re- | 
commendation of the President in this respect. I 
say there is a precedent for this. In 1798, when 
we were about, as was supposed, to be involved in | 
hostilities with France, what was the e of | 
the Congress then assembled, in the act em | 
passed to raise a provisional army? That av; in | 
its fifth section, is as follows: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That whenever the Pres- 
ident shall deem it expedient, he is hgreby empowered to 
appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
iiactand whos being commissioned esieuinest ner | 
may be authorized to command the armies of the United | 





conquests, to occupy the country, to establish pro- | 
visional governments; and to seize upon even more | 
than is necessary to indemnify us for the inju- 
ries we complain of and the expenses of the war. 


i 
; 
j 


I have also attempted to show that, should it be || ment, and it was di 
| Mr. ROCKWELL tken proposed to amend the 


necessary, we may rightfully, and without any 
t danger, looking to an overruling Providence | 
and to the patriotism of our people, permanentl 
occupy this country. And I have no doubt—I | 
express the opinion here—that every foot of terri- | 
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state of public opinion in the northern, western, or 
middle States? Or whether it was in consequence 
of the known determination of the southern people 
that their institutions shall be carried into that 
country if it be acquired ? 

Mr. SIMS, (in reply.) It is founded on the 
known determination of the southern people that 
their institution shall be carried there; it is found- 
ed on the laws of God, written on the climate and 
soil of the country; nothing but slave labor ean 
cultivate profitably that region of country. I have 
ne idea thet the North or the West Will resist to 
the death. ‘This Union will never be dissolved on 
that question. 

Mr. WOOD, of New York, here interposed, and 


protested against the gentleman answering either 


for the North or for God. 

Mr. SIMS. I answer for God, because this 
opinion is written in his revealed word, I can 
speak authoritatively upon that point. 

Mr. PAYNE, of Alabama, then obtained the 
floor, and, after a few preliminary remarks, pro- 
posed to amend the bill by imposing a tax of thirty 
per cent. on the all articles now on the free list in 
the tariff law of 1846, with the exception of bullion 


| * ° . 
and coin. He then went into a speech, in which 


he complained that the President had not been sus- 
tained in carrying on the war; cited the refusals of 
the House to comply with his recommendations of 
a tax on tea and coffee, and the appointment of a 
lieutenant general; dwelt on the expediency of 
both those measures; animadverted on the letter 
published as from General Taylor, which he could 


| not believe to be genuine, it was so unworthy of « 
| great commander, and belittled him into a petty 


party aspirant, intent on defeating a rival, and se- 


| curing his own elevation, &e., and then went into 


questions of finance. a 
Mr. STANTON obtained the floor, (having but 
six minutes left to speak in,) and moved an amend- 
ment by order of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. WOOD then got the floor, but yielded it 
to 
Mr. HOLMES, who, as chairman of the Naval 
' Committee, thought he had been entitled to it in 


; | preference to Mr. Stanton. He had five amend- 
| which will necessarily go before the Mexican pub- |, P 


ments to propose; but before he had stated them, 


' the hour of one o’clock, the time fixed by the res- 
|| olution of the House for closing debate, arrived, 


and the committee proceeded to vote on amend- 


| ments. 


The first question was on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Joun A. Rockweut, to the end of the sec- 
ond item of the bill, viz: ‘* That the spirit ration 
| fallowed the men in the navy be discontinued, 
‘and that six cents per day be allowed in lieu 
‘ thereof.”’ 

Mr. STANTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto: “ And that no officer of 
‘the navy shall be allowed to carry on board any 
‘ vessel of the United States any malt, vinous, or 
‘ spiritous liquors, except for medical purposes.” 

Agreed to—ayes 79, noes 41. 


'| The question on the amendment as amended 


| was then put, and disagreed to—ayes 44, noes 80). 
| Mr. HAMLIN reoffered Mr. Rocxwer.’s 
amendment, reducing the amount to five cents per 
ration. 


|| Mr.STANTON renewed hia amendment to Mr. 


| Rockwe.1’s amendment to this proposition. 

The vote was taken and agreed to: Ayes 84, 
| noes 35. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hamutin’s 
| amendment as amended, and disagreed to. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, offered an 
amendment * allowing tea, coffee, and chocolate 
| to the men, in lieu of the spirit ration.” 

Mr. STANTON renewed his amendment to 
this amendment. Agreed to. 

The vote was then taken on Mr. Rocxweti’s 
amendment as amended 3 Mr. Stanton’s amend- 
reed to. 


bill “ by allowing six cents per day in lieu of the 
spirit ration to such men as may elect to receive 
the same.” 

Mr. SAWYER inquired if the amendment was 


tory we shall permanently occupy south of thirty- || in order. 


six degrees thirty minutes, will be slave territory. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment in 


Mr. BURT here interposed, (Mr. 8. yielding,) || order. 


and desired to ask his colleague whether he had | 


expressed the opinion that the country conquered 
from Mexico south of 36° 30’ would be occupied 


|| with the slave institutions, in consequence of the i 


Mr. HUNGERFORD ‘moved to amend the 
amendment by making it three cents per day. 
Disagreed to. 

The vote was then taken on Mr, Rockwett.'s 
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amendment by tellers: Yeas 79, nays 50. And the || add to the amendment, “and $100,000 for a dry ! ‘ priations for the naval service for the half calendar year, 


amendment was agreed to. 


the following amendment, to come in at the end of i] 


b Pic : 
the item making appropriations at Kittery: 1 

«‘ And that the Seeretary of the Navy is hereby directed to || 
case to be constructed at the navy yard at Kittery, Maine, || 
a floating dry dock for ships of the line, with basin and rail- || 
way; and the sam of $50,000 is hereby appropriated towards 
said dock, out of any money in the treasury hot otherwise | 
appropriated,”’ 


Mr. LEVIN moved to amend the amendment 
as follows: 


“That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 
caise to be constructed at each Of the navy yards at Kittery, 
Philadelphia, and Pensacola, a floating dry dock for ships of 
the line, with basin and railways at Philadelphia, and refer- 
ence thereto at the other places, on such plan as may be pre- 
ferred by the Secretary of the Navy, the said dock at Pensa 
cola to be completed with all possible despateh ; and the suin 
of fifty thousand dollars is hereby appropriated towards said | 
dock at Kittery; fifty thousand dollars towards said dock at 
Philadetphia; and two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
towards said dock at Pensacola, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 


Mr. JOHNSON accepted Mr. Levin’s amend- | 
ment as a substitute for his amendment. 

Mr. McKAY rose to a question of order, and 
inquired if the amendment was in order? 

The CHAIR decided the amendment in order. 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL appealed from 
the decision of the Chair. 

After several rules in relation to appropriations, 
bills, &c., were read— 

The question waa put, “ Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?”’ and decided as follows: Yeas 82, nays 42. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, 


Mr. STANTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all thereof, and inserting: 


« That the Secretary of the Navy cause to be constructed 
al the navy yard at Pensacola, in the shortest practicable 
time, a floating dry dock of iron, upon the plan of the | 
* sectional’ or * balance’ dock, as he may decin expedient; 
which said dry dock shall be capable of lifting and sustain- 
ing a ship of the line with all her armament; and that the 
Secretary riso take steps for building similar docks at the 
navy-yards of Philadelphia and Kittery. And the sum of | 
four hundred thousand dollars for the dock at Pensacola, | 
fifty thonsand dollars for that at Philadelphia, and fifty thon- 
sand dollars for that at Kittery, are hereby appropriated, out 
of any money not otherwise appropriated. ‘That the said 
Secretary shall negotiate with the owners of the patent 
rights for the ‘sectional dry docks, basin, and railways,’ and 
for ‘Gilbert's Balance Dock: and is hereby authorized to | 
purchase the right to build as many of said docks as may 
hereafter be authorized by law: Provided, The purchase can 
be made within thirty days and upon reasonable terms.  [f 
the owners of said patents shall refuse to sell the same upon 
reasonable terms, the Sceretary shall appoint three commis- || 
sionere to appraise the value thereof, which shall be done || 
within twenty days; and ifthe said owners, or either of them, 
shall then refuse toaccept the value of said patent rights 
respectively, as thus appraised, the Secretary is bereby au- | 
thorized to adopt and use either or both of them for the 
public service, and to report all the facts to this House ; the 
value of said patent rights to be paid out of the sum herein 
appropriated for the dock at Pensacola.” 





Mr. Sranron’s amendment to the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. BOYD now moved to amend the amend- | 
ment, by substituting therefor the following: 

“The Secretary of the Navy is hereby direeted to pur- 
ehase, for the use of the Government of the United States 
at Pensacola, « floating dry dock for ships of the line with 
their armament, on such plan as the Navy Department shall | 
deem most eligible: Provided, That the said dock shall be 
constructed by the proprietors of the patent thereof, at their 
own sole risk; and shall not be accepted and paid for until 
after it shall have actually operated in docking a vessel, 
according to the agreement of the said proprietors, to the 
satisivction of the said Seeretary of the Navy; and fpr the 
purehase of the said dock and the construction of sueh addi- 
tional works as the same may require for its accommodation 
and protection, a sum not exceeding three hundred and fifty | 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

The vote on Mr. Boyn’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was decided by tellers, as follows: Ayes 62, | 
noes 76. 

So the amendment to the amendment was dis || 
agreed to. \\ 

Mr. HAMLIN renewed Mr. Boyn’s proposition | 
of amendment to the amendment, with the follow- | 
ing addition: ** And that $50,000 be appropriated || 
for the commencement of a dry dock at Kittery, | 

= ft a. 
Maine, and $50,000 for the commencement of a 
dry dock at Philadelphia.” 

The amendment to the amendment was disagreed | 
to. % 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOW ELL moved to amend | 
the amendment by adding ** $50,000 for a dry dock 
at Cineinnati.’’ Ruled out of order, 

Mr, JOSEPH J. MeDOWELL then moved to. 


|| dock at Memphis.” 


‘ | > , 7 eR 
“SON. of N i hire, offered |« Mr. BAYLY moved to amend Mr. Levin’s 
Mr, JOHNSON, of New Hampenie, ofere amendment by striking out the words ** the Bureau 


| which was disagreed to: 


of Docks and Yards,” and inserting in lieu thereof | 
“ the Secretary of the Navy.”’ 0 

Mr. T. BUTLER KING moved to amend the 
amendment by substituting therefor the following; 


“That the Secretary of the Navy cause to be constructed 
at the navy yard at Pensacola, in the shortest practicable 
time, a flonting dry dock of iron, upon the plan of the ¢sec- | 
tional? or ‘balance dock,’ as he may deem most expedient, | 


which said dock shall be capable of lifting and sustaining a) 
frigate with all her armament; and that the Secretary also || 


take steps for building similar docks capable of sustaining a 


Agreed to. | 
| 





Disagreed to. || ‘beginning the Ist of January, and ending the 301) day of 


| 
| 


‘ June, 1844,’ as requires that provisions, and all other niate. 
rials of every name and nature for the use of the navy. be 
furnished by contract with the lowest bidder after advertice.. 
ment, shall be, and the same is hereby, so far modified that 
it shail not apply to butter and cheese destined for the use of 
our navy, or things contraband of war. And it shail be law. 
ful that contracts for those articles for the use of the nayy he 
made as heretofore, for periods longer than one year, if, jn 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, economy and the 
quality of the ration will be promoted thereby.” 


Mr. BAYLY moved the following as an addi- 
tional section; which was agreed to: 


|| “And be it further enacted, 'That the pay of firemen and 
coal-heavers employed in the naval service shall hereafter 
|| be fixed by the President of the United States in the sane 


; : . \| , i vided by law fi ; rT petty 
| ship of the line at the navy yards at Philadelphia aad Kittery ; | manner as ia now provided by law for the pay of other petty 


|| and the sum of $400,000 for the dock at Pensacola, $50,000 | 


officers, and of seatnen, ordinary seamen, and marines, avd 


for that at Philadelphia, and $50,000 for that at Kittery, are } so much of the act of Congress, approved August 31, 1842, 


hereby appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated; and that the said Secretary shall 


|| negotiate with the owners of the patent rights for the ‘see- 
| tional dry docka, basins, and railways,’ and for ‘Gilbert's | 


balance dock ;’ and is hereby authorized to purchase the 


right to build as many of said docks as may hereafter be au- | 


thorized by law: Provided, The purchase can be made with- 
in thirty days, and upon reasonable terms. If the owners of 
the said patents shall refuse to sell the same upon reason- 
able terms, the Secretary shall appoint three commissioners 
to appraise the value thereof, which shail be done within 
twenty days; and if the said owners, or either of them, shall 
then refuse to accept the value of said patent rights re@fect- 


ively, as thus appraised, the Secretary is hereby authorized | 
to adopt and use either or both of them for the public service, | 


and to report all the faets to this House; the value of said 
patent to be paid out of the sum herein appropriated for the 
dock at Pensacola.’”’ 


The question was then taken on Mr. Levin’s | 
amendment, and decided by tellers, as follows: | 


Aves 80, noes 42. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEAMAN moved to amend by adding to | 
the item for the Brooklyn navy yard, New York, || 
the following: ‘* For launching the frigate Sabine, | 
‘now on the stocks at the navy yard, Brooklyn, | 
© $100,000; which ship has been on the stocks | 


‘ ae nat years.’’ 


Mr. 


This amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Seaman’s 
amendment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. LEWIS moved to amend the item for the 


Brooklyn navy yard by adding thereto the follow- | 


ing; which was disagreed to: 


“ Provided, That for this sum the Secretary of the Navy 
shall be able to procure the completion or onstruction of a 


|| dry dock at Brooklyn fully adequate to the wants of the pub- | 


lie service ; and provided, should the Secretary of the Navy 
deem it expedient to procure the eonstruction of such a dock 


by contract, that no part of the consideration therefor shall | 


be paid or payable until said dock shall have been comple- 
ted, tested, approved, and accepted by the Government.” 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the | 
|, item for the Philadelphia navy yard by adding— 


“For making a preliminary survey to ascertain the posi- | 
|| tions at which necessary additional repairs, improvements, 


and naval constructions are at this time most appropriate 
and will be most useful in the bay and river Delaware, 
#2,000.” 


Disagreed to. 

Mr. SIMPSON moved the following as a new 
section; which was disagreed to: 

4nd be it further enucted, That the Secretary of the Navy 


| shall be at liberty to adopt for the navy the new invented 
|, camels as a substitute for docks of all kinds, and the sum of | 
| $200,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the | 
| treasury not otherwise appropriated for that purpose, if, on || 
fall examination, the Secretary of the Navy shail deemthem | 


preferable.”’ 


Mr. McKAY moved to reduce the appropriation 1 
| for pay and subsistence of the marine corps from | 


$199,280 to €150,000. Agreed to. 


Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the item “ For 
| provisions, 431,944.”" Agreed to. 
Mr. WOOD moved the following, as an addi- 


tional section to the bill; which was disagreed to: 


“ And be it further enacted, That asum not exceeding &75 
| be paid to each forward officer, a sum not exceeding $50 to | 


3AYLY moved to add to the amendment | 
the following: ‘* And the ship New York at Gos- | 
‘port, which has been on the stocks still longer, | 
| § $100,000."" 


entitled ‘An act to regulate the appointment and pay of en- 
gineers in the navy of the United States,’ as fixes the pay of 
firemen and coal-heavers, be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed.”? 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved an 
additional section, as follows; which was disagreed 
| to: 

“And beit further enacted,-‘That from and after the passage 
of this bill the Secretary of the Navy may appoint such war- 
rant Officers other than midshipmen as the necessities of the 
navy may require.”’ 

Mr. HOLMES moved the following as an addi- 
tional section: . 
| “And he it further enacted, That the President may appoint 
|| at large one midshipman out of every ten to be hereafter 
| appointed, provided no appointment at large be made but 


trom the sons of such naval or military officers as may have 
| died in the service of the United States.” 


|| Mr. WENTWORTH said, he believed the 
amendment out of order; but if it was declared 
in order, he should move to amend the amend- 
ment, as follows: 

‘Provided, That in the appointment of midshipinen, the 
Seeretary of the Navy shall give the preference to orphans, 
and the sons of poor persons, and of those not holding pub- 
|, lie stations; and that in no case, when there are other 
| applicants, shall be appointed the sons or relatives of mem- 

bers of Congress ; and the Secretary of the Navy shall report, 

at the commencement of each regular session of Congress, 
| the names of all persons appointed midshipmen, and the 
| persons by whom they were recommended.” 
The CHAIRMAN ruled this amendment out of 


order. 


Mr. COLLAMER moved an amendment asa 
new section, as follows: 

“ And be it further enacted, That one of every six vacan- 
| cies, as they occur in the grade of midshipmen, may be 
|, filled at large, irrespective of the place of residence, provided 
|| the same be confined to the sons of naval and military offi- 
'| cers of the United States.’’ 

j . 
|| The CHAIR decided the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. COLLAMER appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question was put, and the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved an amend- 
ment, as a new section, providing— 

“ That all payments made to petty officers, seamen, and 
marines, during the existence of the independent treasury 
| act, shall be made in gold and silver only.” 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL raised a ques- 
|| tion of order as to the relevancy of the amendment. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
|| of order. 

| Mr. ROCKWELL a 
: 

i 


‘| ‘The question was stated, and the decision of the 
Chair sustained—tellers reporting ayes 78, noes 

| 38. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved the following as a new 

| section: 

| And be it further enacted, That the President of the 

| United States be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint, by 

| and with the advice and consent of the Senate, thirteen 


| 
| 
\ assistant surgeons in the navy of the United States, in addi- 
| tion to the present number of that corps.”? 


| The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
| Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the 
| following amendment as a new section: 


‘* And be it further enacted, That out of the money appro- 


each warrant officer, and a eum not exceeding $25 to each, Priated in this act for the pay of the navy and contingent 
seaman of the Missouri, for the losses sustained by them in | XPenses enumerated, an amount not exeeeding 


clothing ree 


ship in the Bay of Gibraltar; but no payment to be made to | e Navy, 


tively, in consequence of the burning of that | ™4Y be expended, under the direction of the Secretary of 


repairs, improvements, and instruction at 


any claimant for such loss until due proof thereof be made to | 5¢vern, Annapolis, Maryland.” 


the Chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved to amend this 


Mr. BAYLY, by direction of the Committee on | — adding thereto, as a proviso, the 


Naval Affairs, moved the following as an addi- 


tional section; which was agreed to: 


“And be it further enacted, That so much of the. proviso i 
of the act of 3d Mareh, 1843, entitled «An act making appro- | 


_ section offered by him, and decided out of order by 


_ the Chairman. 


The CHAIR ruled this proposition of amend- 
ment to the amendment out of order. 
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Mr. Hotmes’s amendment was agreed to by tel- 1 The Rowen recurred on the passage of the bill, 
lers: Ayes 74, noes 41. || Mr. HAMLIN moved the previous question; 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the || which motion prevailing, the bill was passed, and 
following as a new section: 


Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration, and 
«Gnd be it further enacted, That ten thousand dollars be || moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; | 
appropriated to purchase a lot in or near the city of New 


y | vow |) which was agreed to. 
a to be used as a depdt for coal and other naval arti- | Mr. COCKE asked leaye of the House to intro- 


; || duce the following joint resolution : 
} am nt out || : 
The CHAIRMAN decided the endme | « Resolved unanimously by the Senate anid House of Repre- 


of ord OLMES i a ie || sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
Mr. ’ ’ 


} 


P ue , ) ot bled, That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby || 
following as an additional section; which was dis- || presented to Major General Zachary Taylor, and through || 


\| him to the brave officers and soldiers, both of the regular | 
jsarmy and of the volunteers under his command, for their 


agreed to: 

“And be it further enacted, That the act of May 17, A. D. 
1844, entitled ‘An act making appropriations for the naval | 
service for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of June, 


city of Monterey, defended as it was by a force more than | 
: A ' | double their number, and protected by the strongest fortifi- 
eighteen hundred and forty-five,’ which directs ‘that the || cations, which resulted in a most brilliant victory to our | 


‘Secretary of the Navy shail order acompetentcommission- || army, and reflected imperishable honor upon our arms. 
‘ed or warrant officer of the navy to take charge of the naval || Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to cause to be 
‘stores for foreign squadrons in place of naval storekeepers, |) struck a gold medal, with devices emblematical of this splen- 
‘at each of the foreign ports where said stores may be de- \| did achievement, and presented to Geueral Taylor, as a | 
‘ posited, and where a storekeeper is necessary,’ be, and the || testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress for his | 
saine is hereby, so far modified as to authorize the selection judicious and distinguished conduct on that memorable 
aud appointment of citizens other than naval officers to be | occasion. 
storekeepers on foreign stations, when suitable naval officers || 

} 

\ 

i 


, > pha Resolved, That the President of the United States be.te- 
cannot be ordered on such service, or when, in the opinion || quested to ¢ause the foregoing resolutions to ke communi- 


| 
} 
of the Secretary of the Navy, the public interest will be |} cated to General ‘Taylor, and through him to the army under 
promoted thereby. Persons so selected and appointed to |) his command. 

receive the same Compensation as now allowed, and to enter || 
into bond with security, as is‘required by law of officers of || 
the Navy.”’ | 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the 


following as an additional section; which was dis- 
agreed to: | 
“That from and after the passage of this act, all moneys | 
derived from the sale of all stores and other articles belong- |} 
ing to the navy, shall revert to that appropriationfrom which || 
such stores and other articles were purchased; and the Sec- || 
i 

| 

' 

| 

| 


Objection being made to the reception of the 
| resolution, ° 

|| Mr. COCKE moved to suspend the rules; and 
| pending that motion, 

| ‘The House adjourned. 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, January 30, 1847. 


retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to || 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


refund to the appropriation for ‘clothing for the navy’ the 
proceeds of all sales of condemned navy clothing, whichhas | Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Sarah 


been paid into the treasury of the United States subsequent || : . 
to the first day of August, 1844, as shall appear from aca jee Underwood, widow of a deceased naval officer, 


counts of the Bureau of Provisions an Clothing and the i praying a renewal of her pension; which was re- 
oe oe = — ans we ‘a wee be lawful ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

1ereafter make transfers from the clothing fund, or the itl j 
head of the appropriation for the ‘ clothir the navy? to i| Mr. CILLEY preaveind “wo petione relating 
any other head of appropriation, except in the adjustment of || 6° the abolition of slavery; the motions to receive 
which were laid upon the table. 
| 
| 
| 


the accounts of disbursing officers, the office of the Fourth || 
Auditor of the Treasury.’ || _Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 
Mr. STANTON moved the following amend- || Genesee county, Michigan, praying the adoption 
ment to the bill; which was disagreed to: 
“ For pay of the naturalist, authorized by the Secretary of | 
the Navy, upon the suggestion of the President of the United 
States, to be employed on board the frigate Constitution, in | 
her cruise of 1844, being the amount withheld from Captain 
Jobn Percival, $2,117 23.” 
Mr. PAYNE offered the following as a new sec- | 


tion: 


with Mexico; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. ASHLEY subinitted documents respecting 
the claim of James S. Conway; which were refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 
of Washington, praying that the bill which passed 

the House of Representatives making certain 

“ And be it further enacted, That from and after the pas- |, ota 
sage of this act, there shall be a duty of thirty per Giak'ed 1} amandimonis ke the onanine of said CY s ny’ be- 
valorem Jaid and collected upon all articles imported from || come a law; which was referred to the Committee 
foreign countries (coin and bullion excepted) not taxed by || for the District of Columbia, 
the revenue bill, approved the 3ist July, 1846.°? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE raised a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out | 


resolution presenting the thanks of Congress to 
|| Major General Taylor and the officers and soldiers 
of order, i] onion his command, for their gallantry in storming 
The committee then rose and reported the bill. || Monterey; which was read, and passed to a second 
_ Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous ques- || reading. 
tion; and under its operation the amendments of | Mr. WOODBRIDGE, on leave, introduced a 
the Committee of the Whole were concurred in, || bill declaring the assent of Congress to the sale of 
except those which follow, on which a separate || the Salt Springs lands in Michigan; which was 
vote on each was had. | read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
The vote was then taken on the amendment pro- || lic Lands. 
posed by Mr. Joun A. Rockwe t, “ allowing six ||" Mr. WOODBRIDGE, on leave, introduced a 
cents per day to such seamen as may elect to re- || joint resolution respecting maps and charts of the 
ceive the same in lieu of the spirit ration now allow- || surveys of the boundary lines between the United 
ed in the navy.” ! States and foreign States; which was read twice, 
The tellers reported in favor of the amendment ! and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
76, against it 65. So the amendment was agreed | Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
to. | mittee on Pensions, to which had been referred the 
The next amendment in order was that moved |) bill to ccrrect an error in an actfor the relief of M 
by Mr. Levan and accepted by Mr. James H. | 
Jounson as a modification. 


ment. 
The vote was decided by yeas and nays as fol- Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee of Claims, 





lows: Yeas 98, nays 81. | made an adverse report upon the petition of Jacob 
So the amendment was agreed to. | Houseman, praying compensation for property. 
The next amendment to be voted on was the || destroyed on Indian Key. 


amendment moved by Mr. I. E. Hoimes, viz. || | proceed t 
‘the new section appropriating a sum not exceed- || tion of the Indian eee bill. 
Fy $28,000, to be expended under the direction of a3 ABH AGH apnoea the matin } on “ 
the Seeretary of the Navy, for repairs, improve- | grou t the bill required a number of amend- 
ments, and instructions at Fort Severn, Annapolis, || ments, and a closer examination than he had been 
Maryland.” | enabled to give it. \ 

The question was put and the amendmentagreed | Mr. SE LER suggested the propriety of pest- 
to 


. _poning the bill, in consequence of the absence of 
The bill was then, under the operation of the || the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy,) who had 
previous question, ordered to be engrossed and 


intimated his wish to make some amendment. 


Mr. LEWIS moved to proceed to the considera- 


read a third time. The question was then taken on the motion to 
Being engrossed, it was accordingly read a third || proceed to the consideration of the bill: Ayes 9, 
time. noes 13. No quorum. 


_'THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| of measures for the speedy termination of the war || 


Mr. JARNAGIN, on leave, introduced a joint 


| Ann Linton, reported the same with an amend- | 


The motion was then withdrawn, 
The bill from the House making appropriations 
for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1848, was read twice, and referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. CASS, the report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, upon the memorial of 
| William M. Blackford, late chargé d'affaires to New 
_ Granada, was recommitted to that committee. 


| PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration (on 


|| its passage) of the bill to create the office of Sur- 
1 courage, skill, fortitude, and good conduct in storming the || 
| 
| 


veyor General of the public lands in the Territory 
| of Oregon, to grant donation rights to settle therein, 
| and for other purposes. 

| Mr. PEARCE moved to recommit the bill, with 
| instructions, to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


|| Mr. BREESE reiterated the objections he had 


| before urged against the recommitment. Believ- 


| ing that the main object of the Senator from Ma- 


| ryland could be effected by an amendment, he had 
| prepared one which he hoped would be adopted by 


| common consent. He would read the amendment, 
| [Mr. Breese here read his amendment. 
i} 


| Mr. PEARCE expressed his opinion that the 
| amendment would not secure the object he had in 
'| view. As he had no desire, however, to embarrass 
|| the bill, he would withdraw the instructions, leav- 
}| ing it simply a motion to recommit. 
Mr. BREESE hoped the motion would not pre- 
vail. The committee was already overburdened 
| with business. 
Mr. WESTCOTT suggested that the bill might 
be examined in committee, and reported on Mon- 
'| day, or some other early day in the week. 
|| Mr. CALHOUN wished this bill to undeygo a 
'| very careful examination. For the first time, we 
were legislating for the Territory of Oregon, and 
|| our action may affect questions between us and the 
'| Indians, and perhaps relations of far greater im- 
|| portance. British subjects may have rights in the 
| Territory which we were bound to respect. It 
'| would be proper to look into the fact, and if the 
| Government had given reason to the settlers to ex- 
|| pect these donations of land, it might be proper tq 
make them. As the bill to establish a Territorial 
'| Government in Oregon was now before the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, the best way would be to 
| recommit this bill, and let the two bills be consid- 
'| ered together. : 
|| Mr. BERRIEN concurred in the views of the 
|| Senator from South Carolina. By a rale adopted 
|| in the Committee on the Judiciary, the business of 
\| the committee was so arranged that there was no 
|| particular pressure. He hoped the bill would be 
recommitted, 
Mr. HUNTINGTON was glad that the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. Westcott] had called the at- 
tention of the Senate to this bill, which authorized 
'| surveys and donations of land, ina Territory over 
|| which we had not yet established any government, 
\| If it should be recommitted, the two bills could be. 
|| taken up and examined together. He hoped there 
'| would be no objection to this course. _ 
|| Mr. ATCHISON said that if this bill were re- 
|| committed, we should hear no more of it during 
|| this session. If it must be sent back to any com- 
|| mittee, it should be to the Committee on Public 
|| Lands. It related to surveys and donations of 
‘| lands, subjects which properly belonged to thas 
committee. He did not regard the bill as involving 
any very important principles. ‘The Senator from 
|| South lina says British subj may have 
'| rights in the Territory. They have rights, and very 
important ones; but it should be borne in mind that 
a treaty is the supreme law of the land, and if an 
|| act of Congress be in violation of this supreme 
| law, to that extent it can have no effect. He was 
| willing to recommit the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. He calleg for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Some further conversation took place on the 
subject, in which some references not distinctly 
heard were made tg the legal questions involved 
in the bill, and a suggestion, which was met with 
a disavowal of any such intention, was made that 





| 








it would be disrespectful to the Committee on Pub-. 


lie Lands to give the bill another direction. Ia 
this colloquial discussion Messrs. Wxstco?t, 


Breese, Asuiey, Beanien, Arcutson, CALHOUN, 
and Woopsripce, took part. : 
The question was taken on the motion to recomi- 
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mit the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Cameron, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John 


M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, | 


Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Ma- 

son, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, Sim- 

mous, Turney, Upham, Westcott, and Yulee—31. 
NAYS—Mesers. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, 


Breese, Bright, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Sevier, || 


and Speight—12. 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
The Senate then proceeded to the special order, 
and resumed the consideration of the bill from the 


House to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force, and for other purposes; 


The pending question being upon the motion of |, 


Mr. Hanweean to amend Mr. Cornwin’s amend- 
ment, by inserting the words “for a period not 
loss than twelve months,’’ making the bounty ap- 
plicable to those only who shall have served for 
twelve months, 

This amendment was adopted—yeas 38, nays 8. 


Mr. HANNEGAN then moved further to 
amend, by inserting after the word * service’’ the 
following: ** Or who shall have been discharged 
before the expiration of their term of service in 


consequence of wounds received or sickness in- | 


curred in the course of such service.”’ 
This amendment was adopted. 


Mr. HANNEGAN then moved to strike out | 
the proviso which authorized a grant of eighty | 
acres for services for a less period than one year. || 
This was stricken out in order to render the enact- | 
ment consistent with the other provisions which | 


had just been agreed to; and some other alterations 
were made in the bill to the same effect. 
Mr. SIMMONS then moved the amendment 


which he had sybmitted yesterday, modified in | 
conformity with the above provision, excluding | 


the fractional grant. 
[The effect of this amendment is to make it op- 


tional with the soldier whether he will receive a | 
certificate for land, or money scrip bearing interest, || 


payable semi-annually, and the scrip to be redeem- 
able at the pleasure of the Government. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired the honorable 
mover of this proposition to alter his amendment, 
by substituting in place of the money scrip bearing 
interest, which he proposed should be issued to 


the soldier, a money bounty, to be paid at the ex- | 
He did not feel | 


piration of his term of service. 
disposed (he said) to authorize the creation of a 
new description of Government stock bearing in- 
terest, to be issued in smal] sums, as a bounty to 


soldiers, thus increasing the public debt in the form | 
of aloan; for that would be the effect of the amend- | 


ment as it now stood. It seemed to him it would 


hardly be creditable or respectable, on the part of | 
this great nation, to issue stock in sums of $100, | 


redeemable at their pleasure, for the purpose of 
paying bounties to their soldiers. 


They had authorized the issue of $28,000,000 in 
treasury notes, and he was not disposed to add to 
this ten or twelve millions of dollars in Govern- 
ment certificates for small sums of one hundred 


dollars each, with interest payable semi-annually, | 


which would enter into the general circulation as 


a sort of Government paper money which the Gov- | 


ernment was not compellable to redeem. He would 
be quite willing to grant a money bounty to the 


soldiers, payable at the expiration of their term of | 


service, but he was altogether averse to increasing 
the public debt by promising to pay money with 
interest. 

Mr. ARCHER, (without rising.) But the Gov- 


ernment has not got the money to pay these boun- | 


ties. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON. Then let the Govern- | 


ment impose duties; let jbem revive those enact- 
ments which will give them the money. 


Mr. SIMMONS said he had no sort of objec- || 


tion to accede to the proposal of the Senator from 
Connecticut; indeed, he would prefer the provision 
for granting a money bounty t be paid at the ex- 
piration of the term of service, but he was not cer- 
tain that it would be so acceptable to the majority 


_ THE’ CONGRESSIONAL GL 


There was al- | 
ready Government paper enough in the market. | 





|| keep it as you have it. Let those who desire to 
] do so move to alter it. 
} 


Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the unanimous con- || ~~ personal sacrifices in a few hours, ought at 


sent of the Senate would be given to withdraw the 
amendment, and submit it again in the form sug- 
| gested by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. SIMMONS withdrew his amendment. 

| Mr. SEVIER then moved that eighty acres be 





OBE. 


granted to those who served for one year and one | 


| hundred and sixty to those who served fora longer | 
period. He perceived that the bill had been amend- | 


/ed so that the veneer was to be given to no one | 


'who had not served for twelve months. He de- 
| sired that some discrimination should be made be- 
|| tween the different periods of service. 


| tion was therefore out of order. 


Mr. SEVIER said he supposed the proper way 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said that matter had al- | 
| ready been determined, and the Senator’s proposi- | 


| then to accomplish his object would be by moving | 


a reconsideration of the vote by which the proviso 
had been stricken out. He accordingly made that 
motion. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he thought he could 
convince the Senate that this motion ought not to 
prevail. There were two classes of persons in- 
tended to be benefited by these bounties. The 
|| first consisted of those persons who had inlisted or 
' volunteered into the service without any expecta- 

tion of receiving a bounty, and to whom the bounty 
| would consequently be a gratuity for services hon- 
| orably performed; and the other class consisted of 
those who were yet to be inlisted to serve during 
the war, the termination of which was somewhat 
indefinite. [A Senator: That is true.] 


Now, why should the Senator desire to make a | 


distinction between those who had served for 
twelve months and those who should engage to 
serve during the war? What calculation did the 
Senator make in regard to the duration of the war? 
The volunteers had perhaps borne the whole brunt 
of this contest. Did the Senator suppose that the 
troops to be inlisted could render greater or more 
meritorious services than those which had been 
|| rendered? The volunteers had served for the 
| whole term that was asked of them; they went 
| out promptly, making all needful sacrifices, and 
| performed most distinguished services—services 
| that were equivalent to any that could be rendered 


gard to the bounty. 

Mr. SEVIER, in reply, said they had got now 
about twenty thousand volunteers i the service, 
who had engaged to serve for one year, or during 


matter of great moment to the Government to in- 
duce these volunteers who had now become well 
disciplined, to serve to the end of the war. The 


ducement to continue in the service. Besides, this 


posed to be given to volunteers at all. And he would 


compelled to borrow a large amount of money. He 
| was not disposed to swell up the expenses of this 





fruits of your war; you have involved yourselves 
_ in large expenses, and the people must be taxed to 
pay those expenses. But he was disposed, never- 
theless, to give the volunteers eighty acres; and he 
| still held, notwithstanding all that had been said, 
that there was a great difference between a service 
for twelve months and a service to the end of this 
| war—a very great difference. 


|| them the option to serve beyond twelve months. 


Mr. H. JOHNSON desired to know if the six 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said, the Senator from Ar- 
kansas spoke of volunteers for twelve months, or 
|| during the war, which he seemed to imagine gave | 


He, however, did not so understand it. His reading 
of it was, twelve months, if the war should so long 
continue. The Senator from Arkansas might rest | to give land, for we have land, but we have not 
assured they would be mustered out of the service 
|| at the end of their twelve months’ period of service. | 





of the Senate. The proposition, as it at present | 
stood, he knew was acceptable, for it had been || went to the aid of General Taylor were the Louisi- 
onc passed upon and approved. With the con- || ana volunteers, who served for six months. They 
sent of Senators on both sides, however, he would || were hastily mustered when General Taylor was in 


alter his amendment. |, imminent danger, and they rendered important ser- 
Mr. SEVIER, (in his seat.) You had better || vices. Some of them, he believed, served again at 


months men were embraced. The first troops that 


by the men now to be inlisted. He thought, there- || 
fore, there ought to be no distinction made in re- || 
|| bill and amendments be printed, and that the Sen- 


object of his amendment was to offer them an in- | 


was the first time that bounties had ever been pro- | 


| war, though it was a necessary and a righteous || 
war, for they would be told hereafter—here are the | 





Monterey. However, those who came so promptl 
to the aid of General Taylor, being mustered at 


east to have fifty dollars It would be doing manj- 
| fest injustice to those troops if they were excluded 
| ‘The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 
Mr. SEVIER then moved to strike out one hun. 
| dred and sixty from the original amendment, and 
insert eighty; and upon this motion he asked the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and being 
taken, were: Yeas 17, nays 26. z 

So the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. ATCHISON then moved a proviso, to be 
| added to the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
_.to prevent any land warrants or certificates for land 
to be given as bounties to the soldiers from being 
laid upon any land to which there should be a pre- 
emption right already belonging to another person, 
or upon which an actual settlement had been made, 
or which was under cultivation or in the occupancy 
of any other person. 

After a few words from Mr. ATCHISON, Mr, 
ALLEN, Mr. CRITTENDEN, Mr. BREESE, 
Mr. BENTON, Mr. SIMMONS, and Mr. HAN- 
NEGAN— 

The yeas and nays were taken, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cameron, Chalmers, 
Dix, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of, Louisiana, Mason, 
Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, 
| Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee—27. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Corwin, 
| Dayten, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, and Webster—10. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, then moved to 

amend, by granting eighty acres to those who had 
served for six months. 

Mr. BAGBY said he had been laboring to keep 
this bounty land system out of this bill, but he 
perceived it was the determination of the Senate to 
attach it; he therefore favored the proposition now, 
| offered by the Senator from Louisiana. 
| Upon this proposition to amend, the yeas and 
| nays were ordered, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Cameron, Chalmers, Corwin, Dix, Hannegany 
| Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Morehead, Rusk, Simmons, 
| and Westcott—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Badger, Bright, Cilley, 





|| John M. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Mangum, Ma- 


| 

| 

| son, Miller, Pearce, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, and 
| Yulee—18. 
i 


Mr. BENTON sent to the Chair an amendment 
which he proposed to offer, and moved that the 


| ate do now adjourn. [Cries of ‘‘ No, no, no.’’] 


|| The latter motion he was willing to waive in case 
|| an executive session were desired. 
the war, at their option; and he thought it was a | 


The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. DIX moved that the Senate proceed to the 
| consideration of executive business. 

| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 

_ Mr. BREESE moved an adjournment. 

| The motion was negatived—7 to 32. 

| Mr. CORWIN moved a reconsideration of the 


| motion to print, which was agreed to—23 ayes, 
remind the honorable Senator, that they were hard. || 


| ly in a condition to give these gratuities to so great || 
| an extent at this time, when the Government was | 


I Mr. MANGUM inguired if the motion to print 


12 noes. 
The question then recurred on the motion to 
print, 


' could be entertained at this stage of the proceed- 
ings? 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Not without 
1 first disposing of the bill itself by motion to post- 
| pone or otherwise. 

| Mr. SIMMONS then renewed his motion to 
‘| amend by giving to the soldier the option to re- 
| ceive the Jand bounty as proposed or one hundred 
dollars, to be paid at the expiration of his term of 
service. 

|| Mr. SEVIER said this would give to the sol- 
|| diers the right to receive one hundred dollars each. 
|| We had now at least fifteen thousand, and how 
‘| many more we could not tell. 

|| Mr. CRITTENDEN said we should have to 
|| pay five millions of dollars, and we were now only 
olan from hand to mouth. He thought it better 





‘| money. . 

Mr. SIMMONS said he had been induced b 
'| many Senators to change the form of his amend- 
| ment, so as to give the soldiers this money, but 
| . now withdrew it, and renewed it in its original 
| shape. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN was still opposed to it, 
for by the amendment, in its present shape, we 
were to create a national debt of five millions, or 


} 












— — 





1847. | 


: i 

rhaps twice that amount: They were ina pretty || 
condition to pay money bounties, when they could || 
do nothing but create a miserable little stock at six | 

r cent. per annum, which would give six dollars |, 
per annum, or three dollars every six months, || 
to support the destitute families of the soldiers, || 
They had millions and millions of land which 
they could give, but it was now proposed to give 
scrip when the Government was borrowing from 
day to day. 

Mr, SIMMONS said, the Senator from Ken- 
tucky seemed to consider’ this would be an oner- || 
ous Conia on the treasury; but if he were to be || 
called upon for a system of finance, he would || 
adopt this course with the view of preventing a || 
depression of the public lands as a means of revy- | 


i| 
| 
i} 


enue. What would become of the public landsas || 
a source of revenue when they had all these sol- 
diers hawking their bounty lands about?) Why 
the Government would not sell an acre of land for || 
years, and the soldiers would sell theirs at such a | 
depreciation that the price of the Government land |, 
would be seriously affected also. The Senator | 
from Kentucky asked what this money bounty || 
would be to the soldiers To this he replied, that | 
jt would be one hundred dollars more than he | 
would have without it. He might ask that Sena- || 
tor what the soldier would realize by his certifi- |, 
eate for one hundred and sixty acres of land¢ | 
Why he would sell it for twenty dollars, if he | 
could get no more. It would, then, he better for the | 
soldier and better for the Government to adopt his || 
amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was further opposed to | 
this amendment, on the ground that it was creating | 
a paper currency with locomotive speed. On one | 
day they had created a currency to the amount of } 
twenty-eight millions of dollars, by issuing their || 
paper promises, and now they were to issue a || 
promise to give a promissory note at some future |) 
day. This was a state of currency such as this || 
country never saw before, and it would be followed | 
by a relapse as calamitous as that which followed | 
a preceding period of delusive abundance. He re- || 
peated they had better pay these bounties in some | 
other way. We have land and not money, and || 
therefore they ought not to give promises which 
would create such a paper system as no man would | 
see the end of. i 

Mr. SIMMONS said the only way to make such |, 
paper form part of the circulation was to put it || 
without interest. He did not apprehend the diffi- 
culties which the Senator from Kentucky im- 
agined. 


“Mr, CRITTENDEN said he had only voted 





for the twenty-eight millions because they were || 


informed it was absolutely necessary, but he saw 
no such necessity in this case. 

Mr. HANNEGAN thought the amendment was 
liable to the objections which the Senator from 
Kentucky had urged against it; but he had been 
unable to realize the objections of the distinguished 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton] to the land 
bounties; on the contrary, he thought it the best 
policy for this Government to pursue. I[t had been 
the policy of all nations that possessed public lands 
to give them to the soldier on his return from the 
wars, 

Mr. NILES thought this proposition was an im- 
portant one, both.as to the volunteer and to the 
national treasury. As to the soldier, it could do 
no harm to give him the alternative, and the 
would thus fix a standard value of the public lands 


below which they could not sink, and thus some- || 


thing substantial would be given to the soldier. 
During the last war the military land warrants set 
off a particular section of land, which, therefore, 
was of very lite value to the soldier; but that was 
not now proposed. The proposition would give 
land scrip for land subject to private entry; it 
therefore became a currency which would be re- 
ceivable at the land offices, and it would thus be 
money to the soldier. This plan, it had been said, 
woul ane money out of the treasury. Well, 
what was the difference between taking money out 
of the treasury and RAE RE coming in? 
In both cases it was a money bounty. But if Jand 
certificates only were given to the soldier, they 
would be sold for forty or fifty dollars each, and 
while that would be‘all the soldier would realize, 
they would be held against the Government at their 
full value. But this amendment would be benefi- 
cial to the soldier and a saving to the treasury, and 
he should therefore vote for it. 
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Mr. BUTLER also preferred the amendemnt, 
and said he should give it his vote. ; 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the 
amendment, and they were as follows: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Butler, Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, 
Speight, Turney, and Yulee—21. 

NAYS--Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Calhoun, Cain- 
eron, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, 
Dayton, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnaggn, Manguin, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Upham, and Westcott—20. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to strike out the 
words ‘legal representatives,’? wherever those 
words occurred, and insert ‘ heirs at law.’’ 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were taken, 


_and were: Yeas 21, nays 18. 


Mr. RUSK then moved the amendment which 


he had offered on a former day, to give money 


scrip, redeemable in ten years with interest, in lieu 
of a land bounty. 

This was disagreed to: Yeas 14, nays 26. 

The question was then put on concurting in the 
amendment as amended, and it was carried, 

Mr. JARNAGIN then proposed further toamend 
the bill by adding a section providing for transport- 


ing the sick and wounded soldiers to their homes | 


at the public expense. 

But, objection being made to the attachment of 
the amendment to this bill, Mr. JARNAGIN with- 
drew it with the intention of offering it as an amend- 
ment to the army appropriation bill when that bill 
should come up. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the bill by 
adding a section to the following effect: 

«That it shall and may be lawful forthe President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint from 
the officers of the army four quartermasters of the rank of 
major, and ten assistant quartermasters of the rank of cap- 
tain, and one regimental quartermaster, to each regiment; 
but the said regimental quartermasters may be appointed by 
the President alone in the recess of the Senate.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question being on ordering the amendments 
to be engrossed, and the bill read a third time— 

Mr. HOUSTON said he did not feel disposed to 
abandon the amendment which he had heretofore 
offered in committee. He would now submit that 


| amendment, and then move that the Senateadjourn, 


so that there might be an opportunity to consider 
this amendment. 
Mr. SEVIER suggested that the bill might be 


| complish his object by moving at its third reading 
| for the recommitment of the bill, with a view to 
| its being so amended. 

Mr, HOUSTON acquiesced in this course. 
And the yeas and nays were then taken on or- 


| dering the amendments to the bill to be engrossed | 





| and read a third time, and are as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 


, 
| ton, Badger, Bagby, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler,Calhoun, | 
| 


Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, John M. Clayton, Dayton, Dix, 
| Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, 
Miller, Morehead, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, 
} Turney, Upham, and Yulee—33. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Cilley, Corwin, and Davis—3. 
| On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate then pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
| and, after a short time thus engaged, the doors 
| were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





| 





| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, January 30, 1847. 


| The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved, 
r. McCLELLAND asked leave to present 
certain joint resolutions. 
Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, asked leave to offer 
a resolution. 
Objections were made in both cases. 





| 





| 
| 
{ 
' 


| engrossed, and the Senator from Texas could ac- | 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
| ness to be the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee, (Mr. Cocxe,] pending at the time of ad- 
| journment yesterday, to suspend the rules for the | 
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most brilliant yetory to our army, and reflected imperish- 
able honor upon our arms. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
struck a gold medal, with devices emblematic of the spien- 
did achievement, and presented to General Taylor, as a 
testimony of the high sense entertained by Congress of his 


judicious and distinguished conduct on that memorable 
occasion. 


Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be 
reqested to cause the forgoing resolutions to be communica- 


ted to General Taylor, and through him to the army under 
his command. 


On which motion the yeas and nays had been 
ordered, 

Mr. PAYNE inquired of the Chair whether it 
would be in order for him to move to refer the rea- 
olutions to the Cominittee on Military Affairs? 

The SPEAKER said the resolutions had not yet 
been received. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON inquired of the Speaker 
whether it would be in order to move a call of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. Does the 
gentleman make that motion? 

Mr. HOUSTON, I do. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
decided that there should be a call of the House. 

And the roll having been called, 162 members 
answered to their names. 

An ineffectual motion was made to suspend all 
further proceedings on the call. 

And the names of the absentees having been call- 
ed, 176 members appeared to be present. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved that all further proceed- 
ings on the call be dispensed with; which motion 
having been decided in the affirmative, 

All further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 


And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
_ Cocke to suspend the rules— 


The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowdon, Boyd, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Buffington, Burt, 
William W. Campbell, Catheart, R. Chapman, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collamer, Collin, Cottrell, Cranston, Cullom, Culver, Dan- 
iel, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dockery, Dunlap, Eliett, 
Erdman, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Fieklin, 
Foster, Fries, Gentry, Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hake, Hampton, Harper, Hastings, 
Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, John W. 
Houston, Geo. 8. Houston, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
J. B. Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R, Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, 
Thomas B. King, Leake, Leffler, Leib, Lewis, Ligon, Long, 
Lunpkin, McClean, McClelland, McClernand, James Me- 
Dowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Barkley 
Martin, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Payne, Perrill, Perry, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Reid, Ripley, Ritter, 

| Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Ruok, 
| Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Severance, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Benjamin 
|| Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Trumbo, Vance, 
Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, 
|! Winthrop, Woodward, Woodworth, and Young—136. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, James Black, Bowlin, 
Dromgoole, Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hopkins, Charles 
| J. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Kennedy, Lawrence, La Sere, 
| McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, Morse, Norris, Par- 
| rish, Rathbun, Relfe, Sawyer, Seddon, Robert Smith, Tred- 
|| way, and Wheaton—2s. 
So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended. ; i 
And the joint resolutions, being thus before the 
House, wére read a first and second time. 

Mr. FARAN offered the following amendment, 
|| to come in at the end of the first resolution: 

Add the following words; “ Engaged as it was and still 
|| isin a war commenced and forced upon us by Mexico, and 
|| continued by us in defence of the honor and in vindication 
|| of the just rights of the United States, assailed as both bad 
| been by repeated and flagrant acts on the part of Mexico, 


|; of insults, ow #, and, finally, of invasion of one of the 
|| States of this Union.” 


| And Mr. F. demanded the previous question. 

|| Mr. JACOB THOMPSON desired to offer an 
| amendment to Mr. Faran’s amendment. 

|| TheSPEAKER decided Mr. Tuompson’s amend- 
|| ment out of order, as the previous question had 
| been called. ; 
Mr. Jacos Tuompson’s amendment was then 


| ‘purpose of enabling him to offer the following joint H read at the Clerk’s table, as follows: 


| resolutions: 


. Resol imously by the Senate and House o - 

| A Ne ne, That the thank of on- || 

are due, and are hereby ‘d, to Major General | 

Zachary Tayior, and through him to the brave officers and 
| soldiers beth of the regular ariny and of the volunteers un- 


| sentatives in Congress 





der his command, for their aed — fortitude, and ' 
onterey, as | 


good conduct in storming the city 


i} “ Provided, That nothing herein contained shal! be con- 
strued into an approbation of the terms of the capitulation 
of Monterey.” 


| proviso as a part of his amendment. 
The arpeieie question was seconded, and the 


| Phe pres 
it was by a force more than double their number, and pro- | Main question ordered to be put. 
| 


tected by the strongest fortifications, which resulted in a |) 


Mr. BRODHEAD inquired of the Chair if the 





Mr. FARAN then accepted Mr. Tuompson’s | 
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resolution could not be div 
separately on eac 


ided, and he vote taken 


h. 
he SPEAKER decided that the resolution | 


could not be divided. : if 

Mr. BRODHEAD appealed from this decision. 

The question was stated, Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 

It was decided in the affirmative, and the de- 
cision of the Chair sustained. 

Mr. COCKE desired to know if it was in order 
for the members of this House to vote for this 
resolution as now amended—thus trifling and sport- 
ing with our brave and gallant officers and soldiers, 
and rendering the House perfectly ridiculous in 
the eyes of the country. 

After sundry other points of order had been 
made and overruled by the Chair— 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to lay the reso- 
lution and amendment on the table; which motion 
was decided by yeas and nays: Yeas 10, nays 164. 

The question recurred on agrecing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Faran. 

Mr. LEAKE inquired of the Chair if, by gen- 
eral consent, the proviso to Mr. Faran’s amend- 
ment could not be amended by inserting after the 
word ** approbation’’ the words ‘or disapproba- 
lion. 

Many objections being made— 

The SPEAKER decided it could not be done. 

The vote on the amendment was then taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, Jas. 
Biack, James A. Mack, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd. Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Callom, 
Cununins, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellett, Elisworth, Erdman, Faran, 
Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grover, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, George 8. Houston, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, C. J. 
Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
G. W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Law- 
rence, Leake, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, 
MeClean, MeCielland, MeClernand, McDaniel, Joseph J. 
McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leovurd LH. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, ‘Thur- 
man, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, 
Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodworth, and Yost—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. 8. Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, 
Rell, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. Campbell, 
John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Culver, G. 
Davis, Delano, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Harper, 
Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel PD. 
Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Long, McGaughey, 
McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Rhett, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Runk, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohin, Thibodaux, 
‘Thomasson, Benjamin Thompsen, Toombs, Tilden, Trum- 
bo, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodward, and 
Young—-70. 

Mr. SCHENCK observing that the amendment 
which had just been adopted was attached to the 
first of the three original resolutions, and now 
constituted a part of it, moved that the question 
be taken on the resolution separately, 

The CHAIR ruled that the question on engross- 
ment could not be divided. Not a case could be 
produced where such a decision had been made. 

Mr. G ENTRY said _that, believing that the 
adoption of the resolution, in its present form, 
would be an insult rather than a compliment to 
General Taylor, he would move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

The CHAIR decided the motion out of order. - 

’ Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that the resolu- 
tion had better be referred to a select committee, 
in order to be put in such a form as to command 
the unanimous vote of the House. 

Mr. SEABORN JONES asked that the several 
resolutions might be voted on separately. 

The CHAIR decided that it could not be done. 

Mr. WINTHROP said he understood the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Genrry] to move 
that the resolution be laid upon the table, and that 
the Speaker had decided the motion out of order. 

The SPEAKER said he had so decided, as the 
motion to lay had been made and rejected since the 
previous question had been seconded. 

Mr. WINTHROP said a vote had been taken 
on agreeing to the amendment since the motion to 
lay upon the table had been decided, and he pre- 
sumed that the motion of Mr. Gentry was in 
order, 


| eral Taylor. 
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ordering the resolutions to be engrossed and read || ‘The objection being persisted in— 


a third time, and decided as follows: 
YVEAS—Messers. Stephen Adams, Andersen, Atkinson, 


Bayly, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. | 
Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brodhead, William G. Brown, | 
Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chip- || 


man, Cobb, Collin, Catlom, Daniel, De Mott, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellett, Elisworth, Erdman, Fa- 


ran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, | 


Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings. Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, 


Hough, George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunger- | 
ford, James B. Hurt. Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew || 


Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufinan, Ken- 


nedy, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, Ligon, | 


Lumpkin, McClean. McClelland, MeClernand, MeDaniel, 
Joseph J. MeDowell, James McDowell, MeKay, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, 
Payne, Perry, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Rob- 


| erts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robt. Smith, Stan- |, 
ton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, James Thompson, | 


Jacoh Thompson, Thurmen, Tibbatts, Tredway, Went- 


worth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, and Wood- | 


worth—105. 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashimun, Barringer, Bell, Brinkerhoff, 


Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, J. H. Campbell, John G. 
Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Culver, Garrett Da- 
vis, Delano, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Harper, 
Hilliard, E. B. Holmes, J. W. Houston, Samuel D. Hub- 
hard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, T. Butler King, Lewis, 
Long, MeGaughey, McHenry, McIlvaine, Marsh, Moseley, 
Ramsey, Rhett, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 


Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, C. B. Smith, Stephens, | 


Strohm, Thibodanx, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Toombs, 


Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Woodward, and 


Young—4. 


So the joint resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 


3eing engrossed, it was accordingly read a third || 
| time. 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL moved the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether the word 
‘* unanimously’’ was not in the resolution? The 
vote certainly had not thus far been unanimous, 
and probably would not be so. 
word be omitted by general consent? 

Objections being made— 


| Mr. GRAHAM stated that he was in favor of |: 
| the original resolutions; but now, as they stood || 
|} amended, he considered the last part of the last |: 


amendment as containing a direct censure upon Gen- 
He was opposed to censuring him, 
and therefore he moved to lay the resolutions, as 
now amended, on the table. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. STEPHENS asked if the question on the 


| resolutions could not now be divided, and a sepa- 


ing the resolution. 


rateavote taken on each of the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER decided it could not. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, viz: Shall the res- 


, olution pass? 


The question was decided by yeas and nays, as 
follows: Yeas 103, nays 62. 

So the resolution was passed. 

Mr. FARAN moved to reconsider the vote pass- 
Rejected. 

The title to the resolution was then read, viz: 
‘*A joint resolution of thanks to General Taylor, 
his officers and men, for storming the city of Mon- 
terey;’?? when— 

Mr. COCKE moved to amend the same by 
substituting the word ‘‘ censure’’ for the word 
‘‘thanks.’’ 

The question on the amendment was decided by 
veas and nays, as follows: Yeas 1, nays 117; but 


| before the result was announced by the Speaker— 


Mr. HOPKINS inquired of the Chair whether 
the rules of the House did not require every mem- 
ber within the bar when the question was put to 
the House, to vote on one side or the other? 

The CHAIR replied that the gentleman was 
aware that there was such a rule. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that he was; and he here 
stated to the Chair that Mr. Cocke, who had 
moved the pending amendment to the title of the 
joint resolution, had been himself within the bar, 


‘and had not voted on it. 


The CHAIR replied that though there was such 
a rule, it could not be applied to any member, be- 
cause there was no means to enforce it. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS the rule was read, 
and there the matter stopped. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON asked leave to offer 


a resolution. 
Objections being made— 
Mr. THOMPSON asked that the resolution 


The vote was then taken by yeas and nayson || might be read. 


Could not that | 


he had displayed at Palo Alto and at Resaca, and 


——————— 


Jan. 30, 
Mr. THOMPSON moved to suspend the rules 
_ to enable him to offer the resolution. 
The resolution was then read as follows: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 
| communicate to the House of Representatives 4|| 
the correspondence with General Taylor since the 
commencement of hostilities with Mexico which 
| has not yet been published, and the publication of 
which may not be deemed detrimental to the pub. 
| lie service. Also, the correspondence of the quar. 


| termaster general in relation to transportation for 
| General Taylor’s army. Also, the reports of 
|| Brigadier Generals Hamer and Quitman of the 
operations of their respective brigades on the 2st 
|| of September last. 
|| ‘The motion to suspend the rule for the reception 
| of the resolution was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: Yeas 144, nays 29. 
The rules being suspended, the resolution was 
received, 
Mr. STEPHENS suggested to Mr. Tuompson 
| to modify his resolution so as to embrace ‘all the 
correspondence between the War Department and 
General Taylor.”’ 
Mr. ASHMUN said that the resolution, as it 
| stood, called, as he understood it, only for the let- 
ters of General Taylor himself, not those of the 
, department to him; and for those only in respect 
to the matter of transportation. 
|, [Voice: *Notat all; that is not the resolution,’’] 
|} r. ASHMUN ealled for the reading of the res- 
|, olution, and it was read again. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON here rose to order, 
|, and said that at the time he offered the resolution 
| he had moved the previous question upon it, but 
|| the resolution could not then be considered. The 
| resolution was now under consideration. Did not 
| his former demand for the previous question still 
|| apply to it? 
he CHAIR replied in the negative. 
From this decision Mr. THOMPSON took an 
; appeal. 
The CHAIR stated the ground of his decision 
|, to be, that a motion had been made by the gentle- 


/man from Georgia [Mr. Coss] since the demand 
| for the previous question, and before any action 
| upon the demand. 

| After remarks on the question of order by Mes- 
| srs. HOUSTON, of Alabama, and SCHENCK— 
| ‘The question was put on the appeal, when the 
| decision of the Chair was sustained, yeas 112. 

| Mr. ASHMUN resumed. He said this resolu- 


tion was part and parcel of a course of proceedings 
commenced by the Department and its friends in 
| that House against General Taylor. The policy 
| seemed to be to suppress all discussion; to get a 
| partial, one-sided statement of facts; to let the 
| organ in the mean while go on with its misrepre- 
| sentations, and instantly to put the gag on one side 
| of the House. this way General Taylor was 
to be putdown. We had had a sample of what 
| was to come in the organ here this morning. An 
|| order, published by authority, intended obviously 
|| to censure him—an old rule, antiquated, obsolete, 
‘and almost forgotten, had been disinterred and 
|| paraded once more, with the odor of the grave 
|| still about it, that it might be made to apply to 
|| General Taylor. Even from the very origin of 
| the war, General Taylor being entitled by his 
|| brevet rank to the command of the war, there 
| were numerous indistinct, mysterious givings-out 
|| in the various Administration papers, to the effect 
| that, if the war should prove disastrous, the re- 
sponsibility would not rest with the Administra- 
tion, but with the commanding general. Before 
the news was received of any of those victories 
which had since so brightly illustrated his name, 
these insinuations were conveyed; so that, if Tay- 
| lor should happen to make any indiscreet movement 
which should have an unfortunate result upon our 
arms, the public mind might be thus prepared for 
a future sacrifice of the old soldier to the purposes 
of the President and the party. But the gallantry 


| 
| 
} 
} 
} 





since then the triumph at Monterey, in brighten- 
ing succession, had so burst on the — grati- 
tude of the whole nation, that, for a time, the plan 
was annihilated. This glorious result had com- 
pletely confounded the incipient determination of 
the Administration to sacrifice him. But the snake, 
though scotched, was not killed; and, from that 


day to this, the same spirit was from time to time 


manifested, both in. the debates on that floor, and 
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in the other branch of Congress, and in the Demo- | left the President at liberty to send the House just 


cratic press in various parts of the country, | 
Atlength there came an official recommendation, || 
in the shape of a message from the President, that 
the old hero should be superseded by placing over 
his head somebody taken from the walks of civil 
life, perhaps a member of one of the Houses of | 
the National Legislature, to take from him the 
command and to disgrace him asa general. ‘There 
was obviously a desire to get rid of him in some 
way. Butthe manner with which that proposi- 
tion had been met by the Whigs, and the honest 
indignation and disgust of some gentlemen on the | 
other side of the House, very speedily put that 
matter to rest. Great labor, however, had been 
employed to induce some gentlemen to back out | 
from their position; the screws had been vigorous- 
ly applied, and it had at length been openly an- 
nounced to us by the gentleman from Indiana, 
Mr. Wick,] whose vocation it was to lecture that 
ouse when it went astray, that “‘ we must have 
a Democratic general at the head of our tg 
This was speaking out. It was by means like |; 
these that the President and the Administration || 
party here were preparing the public mind for the 
sacrifice of Taylor, ay, and of Scott too; and the 
move here to-day was, as he had said, part and 
parcel of the general scheme. Gentlemen on the 
other side were not willing to vote a pure, unmuz- 
zied, honorable vote of thanks, such as would 
reflect equal credit on a brave soldier and a grate- 
fal country; but they attempted, by putting the |) 
previous question on the House, to compel those | 
with whom the measure originated to add to the | 
expression of the national gratitude a supplement | 
which, instead of heightening the gratification of | 
the old hero, was calculated and intended to con- || 
vey a sting to his honest heart, and turn public | 
thanks into public insult. Mr. A. did not doubt | 
that when he had read the resolution he would 
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| that the Secretary wrote to Taylor, till a month 


| thatthe General would haveany possibility of vindi- 





297 


; voted down in that House with an emphasis that 
such portions of Taylor’s correspondence as he | spoke death to any hopes founded upon it, and 
pleased. Ithad since been qualified; but even in its | so it would continue to be, notwithstanding the 
qualified shape, it still left him the freedom of send- | givings out of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
ing just so much as might be availed of to sacrifice | Wicx,] unless the Executive influence (as Mr. A. 
Taylor. His word for it, the House would never || sometimes feared) should prove too strong for the 
see all that Taylor wrote to the Secretary, and all | people. 

There were other reasons why Mr. A. had voted 
after the campaign wasended, It was nottillthen | for the resolution. The phraseology had led him 
at first to think that the resolution called only for 
cating himself. For, contemporaneously with this | General Taylor’s letters, and not for those of the 


| call for his letters, came the resurrection of anobso- || Secretary; but it was now said by gentleman that 


lete order, {that did not even appear at all in the last | it covered both. Unless, however, this was very 
edition of the Rules and Articlof War,) pro- || plainly expressed, the House would not get a 
hibiting any officer in the army to publish any | word of it. He hoped the gentleman would have 
communication of his during the existence of the || the frankness to make his meaning so plain that 
war. This order had been originally passed in || there could be no official misunderstanding. 

1825, but it had fallen into oblivion sad lao drop- It was well known that the House would never 


| ped: insomuch that it had no place in the rules of | be much enlightened by such a call as was now 


war as published in 1541. But it was now galva- 


made by the friends of the Administration. He 
nized into a new existence, to serve a party pur- 


wanted to extend it a little. He wanted to get some 


| pose. Mr. A. here read the rule as follows: 


650. Private letters or reports relative to military marches 
and operations are frequently mischievous in design, and 
always disgraceful to the army. They are therefore strictly 
forbidden; and any officer found guilty of making such re- 
port for publication, without special permission, or of placing 
the writing beyond his control, so that it finds its way to the 
press within one mouth after the termination of the cam- 
paign to which it relates, shall be dismissed from the ser- 
vice.” 

What had brought up this order from the tomb, 
where it had quietly slept for so many yam 
The appearance of a private letter of General Tay- 
lor, never intended for publication, and for the 


information in relation to the employment of a se- 


| eret agent sent to hold communication with Santa 


t 


ublication of which he was in no way responsi- || 


le. Mr. A. admitted that its publication was an 
act of great indiscretion; it was an act, however 


Anaat the Havana. He should call for the instruc- 
tions to that individual; and he thought we should 
find there the true origin of the famous two million 
bill, in connexion with the three million bill which 
they were to have politely presented to them on 
Monday next. Before Mr. A. resumed his seat, 
he should move an amendment to the resolution, 
proposing such an inquiry. 

He should like, also, to see the instructions 
given to Mr. Slidell, our Minister, or Commissioner, 
or by whatever other title he rejoiced in being 
called, who had been for some months trying to 


/get himself acknowledged as something by the 


well intended, that did great injustice to General || 


Taylor. It was a letter addressed to a superior 


stamp it beneath his feet; he would never soil his || his bosom without reserve. It should not have 
hands by the receipt of such an equivocal expres- || been given to the world. Yet Mr. A. could not 
sion of the approbation of the Government. He || but think that the House would hesitate before || 
ought not to keep it a moment in his possession. || censuring General Taylor for the act of another, 
He knew too well what was due to hisown honor. || done without his knowledge or permission. It 
The sole object, in thus transforming the original || was evident to all men that the order published this 


resolution, was to prevent the Whigs, with whom 
it originated, from voting for their own resolution. | 
Mr. A. had voted against this amendment to the 
resolution of thanks, just as he had voted against 
the preamble to the war bill. He had pronounced 
that preamble to be untrue in fact, and he now be- 
lieved that a large majority of the nation were of | 
that opinion, and so would continue. The war 
had been undertaken for other ends than the vin- 
dication of our wrongs at the hands of Mexico; | 
it had had its origin in party aspirations and party 
plans, and had been undertaken with a view to | 
conquest. And now the false statement that it was 
to redress our wrongs inflicted by Mexico, had 
again been thrust upon them in the shape of an 
addition to these resolutions of thanks. It had no 
foundation in faet. 

What was it that had now produced the call 
proposed by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Jacos Tuompson] for a portion of General Tay- | 
lor’s correspondence with the War Department? 
That gentleman was always fair and frank in his 
course here, and he did not doubt the gentleman | 
would admit that the speech made by him in that 
House some days since did reflect very severely 
upon General Taylor. And now, following out the 
same hostile course, he introduced here a resolu- 
tion.intended to fortify his former position, and 





ligencer, too) was intended directly to censure 
Taylor for the publication of that letter. Was this 
| fair? Was it just? A year might roll away before 
he would have an opportunity to speak a word in 
hisdefence. However misrepresented or maligned, 
he must be silent; not a word must be uttered, 


| He could not have a despatch published in his own 


vindication, while a selection of documents to any 


Mr. A. said he had voted in favor of the resolu- 
tion, unfair as it was, lest any one who supposed 
that Taylor had done something inconsistent with 
his duty might have a pretext for saying that the 
Whigs were trying to shield him. Mr. A. had 
no fears for General Taylor. His conduct would 
stand the test of the severest scrutiny. Nothing 
had been done by him, in his arduous command, 


might, 


present such a case as would command a triumph- 
ant verdict at the hands of his country. 

The publication of this order was remarkable in 
another respect. It prohibited the publication of 





Strengthen the ground taken by himself and his 
friends against the old general. If they thought it 
necessary that 'Faylor should be sacrificed, and 
thé nation made to believe that he had done noth- 
ing which reflected honor upon the country, the 
course they were now taking was in conformity 
with such an opinion. But on this they gnight 
rely, that if that was the ju t the Adminis- 
tration and its friends had up, the American 
far ae would most emphatically reverse it. They 
ad intelligence to perceive that it was 
— to ver ~ man who — indeed io filled 
€ measure of his country’s” military * . 
because he was not the pat or of . e 
must be destroyed, disgraced, su , because 
he wasa Wuic. It had been confessed before the 
sun. ‘Phe gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Wick] 
had announced, in open Congress, that ‘* we must 
have Demoeratic generals to on this war.” 
As the resolution had originally been worded, it 


all letters from any officer in the army; and yet the 
organ itself, in whish the order was paraded in 
capitals, had within two days past published let- 


lers from officers, and other despatches from the | 


army, when they were of a complexion favorable 
to the Administration. Yet they refused the same 
liberty to a man placed in a high and responsible 
situation, and new set upon and dogged by the Ad- 
ministration and its tools in and out of Congress, 
The resolution moved by the gentleman from 
Mississippi was equivalent to a bill of indictment 
against General Taylor. It implied that there was 
| something in that correspondence which, if it eould 
| be got at, would pave the way for an impeachment, 
Possibly that might be the object. By this happy 
stroke of policy it might perhaps be hoped not 
only to sacrifice Taylor, (whe was probably deem- 
ed to be in the way of some political aspirant, ) but 
to aid the project of a lieutenant general, which 
had so ly been thrust upon both Houses 
of Congress. ‘That redoubtable project had been 


Mexican Government. If ever those instructions 
should see the light, we should probably see that 


| it had been from the beginning the purpose of the 


morning in the organ (and he believed in the [ntel- | 


| of the official ‘‘order’ 


extent was published by an Administration hostile || 
| to him. 


} 


i} 
1} 
} 

it 


| officer, in which he confided to him the feelings of || Administration to get up a difficulty with Mexico, 


and so get Califorma. But we had them not, and 
no efforts would probably obtain them till a month 
after the campaign was over. Till then no light 
was to be furnished—all must be kept dark. Mean- 
while, they were told it was their duty to keep 
quiet—and then, by-and-by, when all was over 
and past recall, then call the Administration to an 
account. And he supposed, from the publication 

this morning, that it might 
probably be intended that no communications from 


| members of Congress must be published during the 
continuance of the war. He supposed that they 


too were prohibited from speaking their thoughts 
till a month after the campaign. No doubt if the 
Executive could have his will, the same instruction 
would be extended to them also. 

Before he went any further, he would send to 
the Chair the amendment he proposed to offer. 
{It was read at the Clerk’s table, and is as tol- 
lows: 

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States he 


|; requested to inform this House if any officer or agent of the 
|| United States was sent by him, or by his direction, to Ha- 


that could possibly injure him. Garbled letters | 


| ! 
| transmit to this House copies of any letters, communica- 


i 
ii 
i} 


ii 
+i 


1 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| vana, to advise, procure, or in any way to promote the re- 


turn of Santa Ana to Mexico; or whether any person Visited 
Washington city, and conferred with the President or any 


| officer of the Government upon the subject of said return 


* ; | of Santa Ana; and, if so, who was the officer or agent, 
rhaps, induce some to judge eens 1] 


of him for a time, but after peace should be restored, | 


and his lips were unsealed, he would be able to | 
i] 


what were his instructions, and when was he sent on such 
mtixsion ; or who was the person that visited Washington 
city, and thus conferred with the President or avy other 
officer of the Government, and what was decided upon at 
such conference. Also, that he inform the House by what 


|| means and through what channel Santa Ana was informed 
i 


that an order was issued to the commander of our naval 
forces in the Gulf of Mexico, directing said commander not 
to obstruct Santa Ana’s return to Mexico; and that he also 


tions, or papers of any kind in the Executive Department of 
the Government in any way relating to the subject of Santa 
Ana’s return to Mexico. 

** Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform this House whether the United States 
have any diplomatic agent to the Government of Mexico; if 
not, when they ceased to bave such an agent; and if the 
United States have such an agent, who he is, what duties he 
has performed since the war with Mexico, what compensa- 
tion he has received, and what is his present rate of com- 
pensation.’’)} 

The information here asked for was earnestly 
desired by Mr. A. Santa Ana had been sent back 
to Mexico President Polk—at least the idea 
had — with him. A misaion, a secret em- 
bassy, had been sent to bim in his exile, and the 
Executive agent had an interview with him at the 
Havana; after which directions were given by the 
Cabinet to our officers who were blockading era 


Cruz not to interrupt his return; and he accord- 


i passed the blockade and landed safely on the 
aioe soil. Now, what were the designs of 
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the President in this grand stroke of policy? Mr. 
A. desired to know, and he expected to get them 
from the instructions to the secret emissary. The 
President said in his message that he could not 
have prevented Santa Ana’s return, had he even 
desired to do so; and a distinguished jurist from 
Virginia [Mr. Bayty) had told the House the same 
thing, because Santa Ana had returned in a British 
armed vessel, and neutral vessels of war were not 
included in a blockade. Now in the first place, 
the honorable and learned gentleman was mistaken 
in point of fact; for Santa Ana had not returned 
in a British armed ship, but in a private steamer, 


chartered for the purpose from a British merchant. | 
She was not an armed vessel or a national vessel || 


in any sense; and if she had been, it was the first 
time Mr. A. had heard that neutrals mizht break 
a blockade so far as to carry military officers and 
soldiers into the country blockaded. “The doctrine 
was entirely new to him that a neutral might take 
substantial “aid and comfort’’ to our enemy, In 
the shape of a general and sixty officers. 

Mr. BAYLY now inquired of Mr. A. what he 
had said in rejation to the position formerly taken 
by him in regard to Santa Ana’s return. 

Mr. ASHMUN repeated what he had just said. 

Mr. BAYLY said the position he had taken was 
this: that neutral national armed vessels were not 
excluded by a blockade; and that it was impossible 
to prevent Santa Ana’e return in such a one in 
discuise. 

Mr. ASHMUN. ‘In disguise?’’ 

Mr. BAYLY. Yes, in disguise. 

Mr. ASHMUN said he never had had such an 


idea as that Santa Ana returned to Mexico In pis- | 


Guise. it was certainly the first time Mr. A. had 
heard such a thing breathed by any one. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had not affirmed that Santa 
Ana did return in disguise, but that he might so 
have returned. 

Mr. ASHMUN. 
in disguise. 
swam, under water, too, if he could have held his 
breath so long. But the probability of his sneak- 


**He might” have returned 


sel, had nothing in the world to do with the actual 


fact that he had returned, undisguised, and with- | 
out a thought of disguise, on board a private vessel | 


owned by a merchant, and hired from him, and 
that an official order had been given to let him pass. 
There was no perverting or getting rid of the fact. 
There it stood. The President of the United States 
had sent to Mexico the most distinguished general 


Mexico ever had, and one who, by the President’s | 


own showing, had been the original cause of all 
the wrongs, and outrages, and spoliations, and 
murders which figured so largely in the President’s 
message; and one who was now rousing and arm- 
ing and concentrating the Mexican population as 
one man to resist our ** most just i righteous 
war.” 

After a fact like this, it looked well, indeed, in 


the Administration to charge General Taylor with | 
y! A worthy quarter for || 
such a charge to come from! Surely after such a || 


blunders and inetkiciency! 
blunder as that the mouth of our President should 


thought of charging a veteran like Taylor with 
blundering in conducting the war. Could it be 
believed that the Mexicans could ever have been 
thus roused, and thus united and concentrated by 
any other spirit than that of Santa Ana? Nobody 
supposes it. 


this able general at the head of their armies, to 


had got the money, what would he have done with 
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contrived to concentrate such a body of troops at | 
fight him. Who, then, after all, had done most to 


| own general. 


| would like mu 


| it. 


| sion, that Congress had declared the war, and on 
the grounds of Mexican wrongs on our citizens. | 
Did not the House expressly refuse to do this? It || 


| Taylor, referred to the many honors and proofs of | 


l | justified the amendment to the vote of thanks, in- 
Yes, no doubt; and so he might have | 


: i |, an expedition for plunder. 
ing in in disguise, on board a British national ves- || graded him into a pirate and a bandit. 
| capitulation at aan the Administration had 


| forborne to express a ju 


| factory manner. 
| animadvert upon those remarks which pertained 
| more especially to the resolutions under considera- 


| reasons and that necessit 
it? Tricked the astute Administration just as he || 
had done already, only to a little livelier tune. | 

Mr. A. had no idea of charging Mr. Polk with |! 


| officers, and to enable us to purchase California? | 
| Whatever might have been the object, one thing 


was certain: admitted he had been, and that by | 
order of the President of the United States; and | 
since his arrival he had awakened all Mexico, and 


San Luis Potosi as to oblige the President to ask 
for more men and more millions with which to 


‘aid and comfort” the enemy? The very man 
who seemed now disposed to be so harsh with our | 


OBE. 


'|a debate arose, in which he had 





ome other matters which Mr. A. 
to discuss, did the time admit of 
it. Last May the President had sent to Congress 


There were | 
a volume of despatches containing matter sufficient | 


| to induce it to pass the bill recognising the exist- 


ence of the war, and making provision to prosecute 
Well, the House passed the bill. he Presi- 
dent had not asked the asus to declare war against | 
Mexico on the ground of all her injaries to our 
citizens, but only to say that the war existed. 
But the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Jacos 


| Tuompson] himself offered a resolution declaring 


war against Mexico on that ground. 


but forty votes in its favor; and yet it was now 
sud, with an effrontery unsurpassed on any occa- 


did; and yet now it was said the House had de- | 
clared war. It was false; the Administration would 
not venture to declare war. 
The debate was further continued 
Mr. DOUGLASS, who replied to 
repelled the charge of conspiracy to injure General 


confidence conferred on him by the President, and 


asmuch as it was a greater honor to thank Gen- 
eral Taylor for his gallantry in a just war than in | 
That would have de- 
As to the 





gment, but had charitably 
presumed there were sufficient reasons for it. But, 


| as the House had no official knowledge of what 
| those reasons were, it was unwilling to commit 
| itself in a matter of which it knew nothing. 


[Mr. Doverass’s speech will appear in the Ap- 


| pendix. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said he had not 


risen for the purpose of replying to the several 


propositions taken by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Asumun.] That task had been 
already performed by his friend from Illinois, 
[Mr. Doverass,] in a most masterly and satis- 
Naught remained to him but to 


tion, and to his agency and motives in bringing 
them forward; and as he intended, before he con- 
cluded, to move the previous question, he would 


| endeavor to avoid the introduction of any new or 
have been sealed in the silence of death, when he || 


extraneous matter, but strictly confine himself to 


| the resolutions and to the points made by the gen- 
|| tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asnmun 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here Smoctamad and 


said, as the gentleman from Mississippi has given 
|| notice of his intention to move the previous ques- 
And who furnished them with Santa || 
Ana? And who was it that wanted, after placing | 


tion, he desired to ask him the reasons and the 
necessity for the publication of the correspondence 


nis ab | of'a general in the field, with the department? 
give him two millions of dollars? Supposing he || 


Mr. THOMPSON said, in reply, that those 
he would endeavor to 
set forth in a few words. But lately General Scott 
has been ordered to Mexico to take the command 
of the American army, to control its movements, 


intending, by the order he gave, to aid and comfort | and, of course, to oeeoere General Taylor, who 
e 


Mexico. It was weakness on his part. It was | 
excessive confidence in a man notorious to the 


whole world for his utter perfidy and want of all 1 


aan Yet, the President had done it. He had | 
given } 


comfort she had ever received. Mr. Polk had, in | 


point another for the United States. 


that baseness; he should like to know what thattwo 


fexico the most efficient aid and the greatest || ment, and, if not detrimental to the public service, 


he wanted to see it, so as to be enab ed to form his 
| own opinions; and, it seemed to him, every friend 


} 


fact, appointed a lieutenant general for Mexico, | 
and now, to equalize the matter, he wanted to ap- |) of General Taylor should be 
| have it sprea 
Mr. A. should like to know the secret history of | 


has heretofore held the supreme command. This 
order was based, he supposed, upon sufficient 
reasons, and he supposed those reasons were fur- 
nished in the correspondence in the War Depart- 


rand anxious to 
before the public. There surely 


, can be no object in ay =) it back, and leave 


i ome to surmises. 
millions of dollars had been wanted for; whether || the 


gain: a few days since, 


resident recommended the passage of a law 


it was not to enable Santa Ana to purchase up his || authorizing him to appoint a lieutenant general to 


His course || 
_ was a bold and a manly one, (as his course here | 
had always been,) and yet his proposition could get || 


|! not constituted the — 
a 


Me pe 1] 
r. AsHMuN, | 


Jan. 30, 
See F 
| take command of our army. On that Proposition 
! participated, 
| Then, and day after day since, the Administration 
had been charged with weakness—with ines. 
| ciency. The President was accused of not furnish. 
| ing the means for the prosecution of the war; and 
| General Jesup, who had done some service for the 
| State, and on whom devolved the duty of providins 
| the transportation, and at whose door the who 
| responsibility of this inefficiency rested, deserved 
| to be heard. In the debate in which he had parti- 
| cipated, statements had been made roundly and 
| broadly, and perhaps on both sides, without suff. 
| cient authentic data, and it was due to those who 
| had made the statements that this correspondence 
should be laid before the House, so that all might 
act advisedly, and vote with a proper understand. 
ing. This matter was up; and it could not be sup- 
pressed. An opinion was to be formed, and it was 
| due to all to have everything which will aid the 
| formation of a correct opinion. This was impera. 
| tively demanded by the very circumstances which 
/now presented themselves. In addition to this, 
| the military committees of the Senate and of the 
| House had been called in, and had seen the whole 
correspondence of all these high functionaries, 
The reports which have been circulated varied 
materially, and no one not in the secrets knew 
which to credit. He wished to know what right 
that committee had to see that correspondence 
| when it was denied to the other members of Con- 
| gress. Each one had the same responsibilities as 

the members of those committees; and they were 
organs of this House, 
e thought imperative, 
| especially if the information may not be viewed as 
| detrimental to the public service. [Here Mr. T. 
| gave way to Mr. Woopwarp, of South Carolina, 
| understanding that he wished to suggest an amend- 


' Here is a reason which 


|| ment of the resolution.] 
|| Mr. WOODWARD said, he ought to state in 


| candor, that he not only intended to suggest an 
| amendment, but also to premise the reasons that 
| prompted him. The information sought was not 

meant to be made the ground of any action by the 


|| House. The sole object was to bring the conduct 


of General Taylor before the country. Now, he 
| (Mr. W.) submitted, that as no reference was had 
| to measures affecting the public interest, but the 
| good conduct of an individual was the only thing 
at issue, the whole of the evidence should be 
brought out, or else none stall. It might be that 
that portion of the correspondence with which 
General Taylor might be able to defend himself, 
would turn out to be that identical portion which 
the public interest required to be withheld from the 
| House. ‘ 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed. He did not wish 
/anything published which might be considered 
| detrimental to the public service, and he would not 
call for any such information. But the Whig par- 
‘ty, and his friend from South Carolina, would not 
have any because they colild not get all. This, in 
| his estimation, was a most unjustifiable pretext for 

their action. No man is the accuser of General 
Taylor, and it is idle for the Whig party to en- 
deavor to interpret everything said here in regard 
to General Taylor as an attack upon his character. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asu- 
| mun,] whom he regarded as the Whig leader on 
this subject, stated that he (Mr. T.) had reflected 
| upon General Taylor in his remarks a few days 
| 


} 


| 


since, and this was but following up that attack. 
Mr. T. said he did express the opinion, and enter- 
tained it still, that General Taylor was not the 
man for the supreme command of our armies in 
| Mexico. But it would be a strange perversion of 
| things to construe this opinion into an attack. He 
had done him the amplest justice as a soldier, as 
a fighting man; acting in obedience to orders he 
had. no fear he would do his duty. Heaven knows 
that he entertained not one unkind feeling oF 
thought towards General Taylor. For his virtues 
he honored him; but that did not mr he pos- 
sessed every virtue and all ability; and when this 
correspondence comes in, if he found in aught he 
had wronged him, he would cheerfully correct it. 
His object, in all he had said and done, was the 
good of the country, and the furtherance of its 
cause. But why are the Whigs constantly raising 
the ery of an attack on General Taylor? And 
why are they taking him under their peculiar 
guardianship? He is buta public servant; and his 
acts are open to our scrutiny. The Administra- 
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con i d of hostility to General Taylor; and || 
tion is aceuse y reat | of the association for the protection of German emigrants to 


yet when a proposition is made to Jet General Tay- 
ior tell his own story, they make opposition. They 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


gem to prefer to fight in the dark on supposition, |, 


than to have the plain facts. 

Mr. ASHMUN here interrupted Mr. T., and 
said he had voted for the suspension of the rules 
w admit the proposition, — 

Mr. THOMPSON continued. He was glad to 
hear it, and hoped—as he certainly expected when 
the resolutions were introduced—that they would 
meet no opposition, and least of all from that side 
of the House. Before he concluded, he wanted to 
allude for a moment to the amendment which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] had 


j 


the President for information concerning certain 
treasonable matter, as he chose to regard it, in 
aiding and abetting Santa Ana to return to Mexi- 
co. This Santa Ana he (Mr. Asumun] regarded 


as a most perfidious man, but still the ablest gen- | 


eral of Mexico. Now, the gentleman presented 
himself in an extremely strange attitude in two 
respects by this complaint of the President. First, 


- 


' 


299 


By Mr. PILLSBURY : The memorial of D. Klaener, agent || resolution of the Senate, in relation to surveys 
P neivehn : Ss » Ste. Marie: 
Texas, praying remission of duties. of private land claims at the Sault de Ste. Marie; 


By Mr. SEDDON : ‘The petition of Elizabeth H. Baldwin, | Which was ordered to be printed, and the map ac- 
widow er Baldwin, for continuance of a pension here- companying the same to be engraved, 
tofore allowed her. ehiasnde ‘ ‘i 
By Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania: The memorial of | Mr. DAYTON presented the credentials of his 
the Board of Commissioners of the Incorporated District of | colleague, the Hon. Jacon W. Miniea, chosen 
the Northern Liberties, 7 -~ ao Seared pray- | a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New 
ing for the cunstruction of a dry dock, referring the selection , P a a * : f 
ai sans 9 2 Ghmpetent ooianslanian 8 Jersey for six years from and after the fourth day 
By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of Lyman Peck and 95 of March, 1847. 
voters of New Lynn, Ohio; of William Huntington and 69 PETITIONS 
voters of Green, Ohio; of A. E. Austin and 293 others, of . aware 
Ashtabula county, Ohio; of B. M. Cowles and 320 other Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of citizens of 
ladies, of the same county; all ce oF tipper of our 


union with Texas, in consequence of thigsupport of slavery || Sturbridge, Massachusetts, praying the adoption 
by the free States. Also, the petition of C. C. Hood and 62 | of measures for the speedy termination of the war 


|| other citizens of Pennsylvania; of J. H. MeBride and 42.) with Mexico; which was laid on the table. 
given notice he intended to propose, calling upon | 


| lition of slavery in the District of Columbia. Also, the 


others, citizens of Lowell, Ohio; praying an amendmentof | Mr, SIMMONS presented the petition of Eze- 
the Constitution so as to discharge the people of the free 


States from all support of slavery. Also, the petition of 8. || kiel Potter, praying compensation for his services 

D. Howe and 63 other citizens of Pennsylvania, for the abo- | a8 a soldier in the last war with Great Britain; 
C fw / ’ | which was referred to the Committee of Ciaims. 

pees ae ee ee ieee id, Also, the memorial of the heirs of John S. and 
f pi ay B z D 5 ; j +: . . « . 

| le summing, shat ae the purliioun of Sesiven Waite N icholas G, Boss, deceased, praying indemnity for 

| and 42 other cirizens of Belmont county, Ohio; of the Quar- French spoliations prior to 1800; which were re- 


|| terly Meeting of Friends of Clark county, Ohio; of D. A. | ferred to the select committee on that subject. 


if the President did wish to enter into a plot for | 


the betrayal of the Government of Mexico—of 
which he had seen no evidence, and which he en- 


sooner fhan with Santa Ana, with all his treach- 
ery? Because with a good man and true there 
could be no hope of affecting any great object; but 


\ 


|| take such measures as will abolish slavery in the United 


with aman of his character something might be | 


expected. In the Revolution, the British officers 
made no approaches to Washington, but all their 
propositions were reserved for Arnold, who was 
base enough to answer their purposes. But again: 


the gentleman from Massachusetts believes this || 


war is unjust, unholy, and against good conscience; 
as a Christian, as a just man, loving the right and 
wishing it to prevail, he, it seemed to him, ought 
to thank Mr. Polk, with his view of the subject, 
for giving the ae a great and brilliant a com- 
mander to lead the Mexican armies to victory and 
to triumph, in order that the right might prevail; 
and with such views, and sentiments, and feelings, 
he supposed General Taylor would desire and 


pray for some other defender than the omer 


from Massachusetts. He had performed a thank- 
less task. 
Mr. T. moved the previous question. 


Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of the heiress of Fred- 
erick Leigle. Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Ohio, 
praying for a grant of land to the Zanesville and Maysville 

urnpike Road Companies. ; 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of the inhabitants 
of township No, 42 north, range 1 east, in Illinois, fora right 


to relocate their school section. Also, citizens of Ilinois | 


and Wisconsin, for a change of mail route from Roscoe to 
Beloit. 


By Mr. S. D. HUBBARD: The petition of 128 legal voters 


Also, the petition of inhabitants of the city of New Haven, 
Connecticut, to the same effect. 

By Mr. DE MOTT: The petition of J. V. Kerr, of New 
York, asking remuneration for lands, of right his, improperly 
conveyed to others. 

By Mr. MARSH: The petition of citizens of Alexandria 
county, late District of Columbia, praying reannexation to 
said District. 


By Mr. SMITH, of Ulinois: The petition of a large num- | 


ber of citizens of Lebanon, Ohio, recommending the Gen- 

eral Government to discontinue the sale of the public lands, 

and that they be laid out in farms and lots for the free use of 

Pe citizens (not possessed of other Jands) as will occupy 
em. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The petition of Nathaniel S. Rug- 
gles and others, praying that no alteration be made in the 
laws in relation to pilots. 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin: The proceedings of a 
public meeting at P 
eight sections of land to complete the opening of the Grand 
River Slough. Also, the petition of citizens of Grant county, 
Wisconsin, asking a mail-route in Dubuque, via. Weld’s 


Ferry and Potosi, to Platteville, in said county; also, from | 
Potosi to Lancaster, in said county. Also, the petition of | 


settlers on the canal lands in Wisconsin, asking a reduction 
of the price and right to et ee of said lan 

By Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL: The memorial of the citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, earnestly en- 
treating Congress to pass the bill reported at the last session 
(bill No. 418) for the construction of a dry dock at Philadel- 
phia, and thus provide this much-neglected station with the 
means of repairing the national vessels. 

By Mr. CUL : The potion of Job Wilbur, Esther 
Wilbur, and 112 others, of ; New York, praying that 
a3 oI be withdrawn from Mexico, and negotiation be ten- 

e > 


public fi for carrying on the war. 


| 


tirely disbelieved—with whom would he concert | 


|! section of land to each township in said State forthe purpose 


Henney ae eet OS Gilet citivens ot Ohigg at Milka, |, Also, three petitions of citizens and female in- 
of George Smith and citizens o $ ] | we é LS x Mung 
Jutliff and 10 other citizens of Warren, Ohio; of H. W. @bitants of Pennsylvania, preying Congress to 

| Healy and 42 others, of Wayne county; of J. Wright and | adopt such an amendment to the Constitution and 

_ 78 others, of Sidonia, Indiana; all praying that the present Jaws as will abolish slavery throughout the United 


war with Mexico may be brought toa peaceful and imme- States: the motion to receive which was laid on 
' diate close. Also, the petition of Joseph Lindsay and 42 the tabte 
| other citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that Congress will || 7 mi ; 

Mr. CILLEY presented a petition of ship- 


States. Also, the petition of William Blanchard, for the | owners and others, citizens of Portsmouth, New 


| repeal of such acts of Congress as authorize the sale of free shire, praying that the act of March 2, 1837 
| persons of color into slavery within the District of Columbia. Hamp hir » praying ree eee 


By Mr. R. SMITH: Resolutions from the General Assem- | Concerning pilots, may not be repealed; which was 
| bly of the State of Illinois, instructing their Senators and | referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
| requesting their Representatives to use their best exertions Also, a petition of citizens of Cheshire, New 


to procure an appropriation for the completion of the Cum- || : ) eee sti sures fo 
berland road through the State of Illinois. Also, resolutions |! Hampshire, preying the ador tion of measures for 


| instructing their Senators and requesting their Representa- | the speedy termination of the war with Mexico; 
| tives to procure the passage of a law donating one quarter- || which was laid upon the table. 


Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition of citi- 


| of establishing a public library therein. 


|| By Mr. McCLELLAND: The resolutions of the Legisla- | 7&8 of Washington, praying that the bill which 


| 


‘otosi, in Wisconsin, asking a grant of | 


} 
} 
j 


passed the House of Representatives to amend the 


| ture of the State of Michigan, relative to the sale of certain .OUS s ; 
charter of said city may become a‘law, which wae 


| salt spring lands therein. 


| By Mr. BEDINGER: The petition of John Littlejohn, || referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 


| praying compensation for — — done by him as con- lumbia 
| tractor upon the public works of Harper’s Ferry, Virginia. : ‘ 

By Mr THOMASSON: The memorial of the surveyors | Mr. DAYTON presented the memorial of the 
and inspectors of the revenue for the ports of Louisville, | heirs of Robert Hartshorne, deceased, praying in- 
eae eageone a, ser il cemunel pamanek at = Wheeling, | demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
or the establishment ¢ y se places. 5 : Sei . 4 : 

By Mr. HALE: he petition of Elijah Dexter and others, | WAS re erred to the select committee on that sub 
inhabitants of Plympton, Massachusetts, praying that the | ject. 


peeeen See en peantee woe rey re terminated with- Mr. DIX presented the petition of citizens of 
out the further effusion of human blood. Te ine that the Ton- 
By Mr. WILLIAM G. BROWN: The petition of citizens || Monroe county, New York, praying that the To 


of Ohio county, Virginia, praying Congress to provide means awanda band of Seneca Indians may be exempt- 
vigorously to prosecute the war, by laying duties on the free | ed from the operation of the treaty concluded be- 
list, coin and aaieene eneteNs, and by increasing the duties || tween the United States and the Seneca Indians in 
on articles now taxed less than twenty per cent. ate ae eee 
By Mr. HUDSON: The petition of 8.8. Smith, and others, || the year en te was referred to the Commit 
of Westminster, Massachusetts, praying that, as the war is || tee on Indian airs, 
prosecuted to extend slavery, its expense inay be defrayed Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of the 


by a tax upon slaves. ‘heirs of Jeremiah Mastin, deceased, praying in- 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of George Howland, | . . Sat ; : 
and one hundred and twenty other citizens of New Bedford, | demnity for pn potmanone prior 0 — 
Massachusetts, asking that the armies of this country be | which was referred to the select committee on that 
withdrawn from the soil of Mexico, and the fleets from her || subject. 


waters, in order that no more blood may be shed, and that | Mr. CAMERON presented the memorial of the 


the way may be opened for a speedy and permanent peace. |! . “7 os si Tes 
By Mr. HASTINGS: A memorial of the citizens of the || Board of Commissioners of the Northern Liberties 





|| county of Louisa, in the State of Iowa, praying for a dona- |} of the county of Philadelphia, praying the con- 
of the town of Meriden, Connecticut, for peace with Mexico, | 


ii 


tion of land to aid them in reclaiming certain inundated || struction of a dry-dock at the Philadelphia navy- 


a ae and resolutions of a public meet- |! yard; which was referred to the Committee ou Na- 
ng on the sam ct. 


By Mr. WM. W. CAMPBELL: A resolution of the Com- || Val Affairs. A 
mon Council of the city of New York, remonstratingagainst || Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
the discontinuance of the branch post office in the city of | praying the adoption of measures for bringing the 
New York. || war with Mexico to a speedy and honorable con- 
clusion; which was referred to the Committee on 
’ SENATE. | Foreign Relations. 

M fad ea 1, 1847 Mr. ATHERTON presented the memorial of 
ete ee : John Walter and others, praying for a dry-dock 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | j, the harbor of Portsmouth, ae Hampshire. 

A message in writing was received from the || Mr. A. remarked, that in presenting this memo- 
President of the United States by the hands of his | rial, he would ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
Private Secretary. | say that it was well known that a navy-yard had 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | been long established at the town of Kittery, in 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, made || Maine, a place across the Piscataqua river, oppo- 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in | site to Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, and con- 
relation to the articles of the existing tariff upon || nected with Portsmouth harbor. Perhaps all the 
which the duties can be increased; those upon | advantages of this oe as a naval station, were 
which the duties can be reduced; and those upon | not generally so well known. These advantages 








ing against any further appropriation of the 


for the purpose of augmenting the revenue; the || and were such as had impressed the minds of all, 
extent of such augmentation; and the extent, if | fully aware of them, with a conviction that the 
any, to which said tax upon free articles will in- || interests of the public imperatively required the 
crease their cost to the consumer; which was or- || construction of a dry-dock at that place. Indeed, 
dered to be printed. || the opinion seemed to be now entertained by those 


the free list which it would be desirable to tax, all | were briefly and forcibly set forth in the memorial, 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || who had examined these subjects, that a navy-yard 
a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, com- H was deficient for many, if not most of the purposes 


oestns dspam ac teeeanenneatenneneimen epee EEE ES EC 


|| municating a report of the Acting Commissioner of | of its creation, without such an a pendage. This 
| the General Land Office, made in compliance with || would seem to result necessarily from the fact, that 
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: * < 7 : . . 
in our navy, the expenses of repairs much exceed | taken up as in committee o 


those of construction. ‘ 
tablish navy-yards for the purpose of construction | 


alone, leaving out of view altogether the object of | 


repairs? The memorial which he (Mr. A.) pre- 


sented imbodied a memorial which was presented 
to Congress in 1827. Of that memorial he would |) 


state, that it was prepared by a committee com- 
posed of three gentlemen who had heretofore been 
members of this body—the Hon. John F. Parrott, 
the Hon. Jeremiah Mason, and the Hon. Clement 
Storer. The public meeting holden in October | 
last, which originated the memorial now presented, 


contained on the records of its proceedings the || 


names of many gentlemen respected in private and 
henored in public life. And the memorial imbodi- 
ed in its signatures an amount of intelligence and 
pores not surpassed by any memorial signed 
vy an equal number of persons. Mr. A. alluded 
to these things for the purpose of showing that this 
was not a mere sudden and capricious movement, 
but originated with those who fully understood the 
nature, and were deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of the subject, which they respectfully 
pressed on the consideration of the Senate. Hy 
(Mr. A.) had seen several letters from distinguish? 
ed officers of the navy, all concurring in a sense of 
the importance of the memorial, and in their esti- 
mate, of the peculiar and unequalled advantages 
afforded by the harbor of Portsmouth. Among 
other advantages, a prominent one was, that owing 
to the coldness of the water, or some other cause, 
worms did not operate there, which, elsewhere, 
are so destructive to the keels of vessels. The 
harbor was accessible at all times. It was never 
obstructed by ice. The group of islands there 
afforded so many raking positions, that a very 
small expense would render it entirely inaccessible 
to any attacking force. Such a thing as injury to 
a vessel in the harbor by stress of weather was 
unknown. The labor of mechanics, equal, if not 
superior, in cheapness and efficiency, to that of 
any other station, can always be procured. In the 
lowest tides, there was sixty feet depth of water 
on the bar, and a depth alongside the very wharves 
of the navy-yard sufficient to float the largest line- 
of-battle ship, with her armament on board. He 
would detain the Senate no longer, but request that 
the memorial be read, and move its reference to the 
Committee on Finance, who had under considera- 
tion the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service. 
The memorial was then read and referred to the 

Committee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Committee 
on Finance was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of William H. Prentiss, 
and it was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary | 
be instructed to inquire into ‘the expediency of ex- 
tending the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of 


the district courts of the United States to all cases || congressional districts, and the bill establishing | 


arising on the navigable waters of the United 
States. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 


the marine corps from the line; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, made an | 
adverse report upon the memorial of Josiah Col- 
ston; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill for the relief of Rodolphine Claxton, widow | 
of Alexander Claxton, late a commander in the |! 
navy; Which was read, and passed to a second || 
reading. 1 
The joint resolution from the House presenting i 
the thanks of Congress to General Taylor, and the |, 
officers and soldiers under his command, having || 
been read a first time, | 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved that it be passed by | 
informally, and that the special order be taken up. | 

The motion was agreed to. 


POST ROUTES IN TEXAS. 
Mr. RUSK moved to postpone the prior orders 
for the purpose of taking up the bill to provide || 


for the establishment of additional post-routes in 
Texas. 


Why, then, should we es- | read. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. NILES explained that the object of the bill 
was to remedy defects in the bill of the last session, 
which was very defective. The contemplated 


routes were necessary for the accommodation of a | 


portion of the territory which was very sparsely 


|, settled, and would be very unproductive. 


Mr. DAVIS inquired whether the routes de- 


| scribed lay between the Nueces and the Rio 
| Grande. 


Mr. RUSK replied, by designating one of the 
routes in the bill, from Corpus Christi to Brazos 
Santiago, Poin bel, and Fort Brown. 

The bill was then reported without amendment. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN wished for some further || 


| information to enable him to make up his mind as 


, aware that it had produced any inconvenience. || 
The Post Office Department was a great charge on | 
| the treasury, and we ought to have more informa- | 


_ our intercourse with the army, he thought it would | 
be best to omit the route in this bill and attach it to | 


to the expediency or peneoeity of the route to 
Brazos Santiago or Point Isabel. At present the 
communication was by water, and he was not 


tion before we increase it. 


He thought this was a 
dangerous route. 


Mr. RUSK replied, that the distance from Cor- | 
pus Christi to Point Isabel, which was a no means | 
dangerous, was very little over one hundred miles. | 


By that route all the important communications 
between Texas and the army would go and return. 
At present everything has to go by way of Gal- 
veston, as there is no direct route to the army; and 
thence it was carried by way of New Orleans. 
The route indicated was little over one hundred 
miles, and would pay its expenses. 

Mr. SIMMONS stated that this was the only 
one of the routes to which he had made any objec- 
tion. It runs through a portion of the country in 
which the Mexicans have settled. He thought 
the route by Galveston preferable. If the Senator 
from Texas could convince him that the establish- 
ment of this route would involve no question of 


jurisdiction, he would be better satisfied. As there || 


was a bill on the files of the Senate for facilitating 


the other. 

Mr. RUSK said if he could suppose that this 
rovision would involve any question as to the 
oundary rights of Mexico or Texas, he would not 

urge it. The establishment of this route would 
prevent the necessity of sending the letters to the 
army through a circuit of five hundred miles. He 


had another reason for pressing thisroute. Texas, | 


ever since her annexation, had been much worse 
supplied with mail routes than she was before. 


There were five or six counties entirely destitute || 


If the bill were amended and | 
sent back to the House, great delay must be the | 


of accommodation. 


consequence; and the Postmaster General was now 


waiting for its passage to make the necessary con- 
tracts. 


Mr. SPEIGHT suggested that the objection on | 
the score of jurisdiction might have been made | 


with a better grace, when the bill laying out the 


| collection districts, were under consideration. In- 


stead of urging the objection then, it is now indi- 


/ é _ rectly intimated at this late period, that there may 
val Affairs, reported a bill to separate the staff of || 


be some doubt as to our jurisdiction. 

Mr. SIMMONS explained to show that the 
Senator from Mississippi had misunderstood the 
nature of his objection. The only difficulty with 


| him was, that the route might be carried further 


_ lish mail-routes. 


west over a country in possession of the enemy 


until we drove them out. 


Mr. MOREHEAD expressed the hope that no 
uestiun would be raised which would have a ten- 
onan to defeat or delay the bill. He did not see 
that there could be any objection on the score of 
our title, nor did he understand that any such had 
been made. The boundary we claim is to the Rio 
Grande, and it is for the territory within that 
boundary that we are legislating. The Senator 
from Texas had distinctly disclaimed any idea of 
interfering with the country beyond that line. 

Mr. NILES said he believed no question had 
been raised as to the power exercised by Congress, 
under the authority of the Constitution, to estab- 
t is by virtue of that authority 
that we have extended the mail-rovtes. And if we 


_have jurisdiction in this territory, as we clearly 
| have at this time, we have an unquestionable right 


The motion having been agreed to, the bill was |) to establish these routes. As to the expediency of 


f the whole, and was | doing so in this bill, which seemed to be 


Feb. 1, 








questioned 


|| by the Senator from Rhode Island, he would onl 
|| suggest, that as this is proposed to be a permanent 
| route, it would be out of place in the other bij to 
|, which the Senator had referred, which was on| a 
| temporary measure. y 
| The bill was then read a third time, and passed, 


| 

THREE MILLION BILL. 

|| Mr. SEVIER said, as he presumed the arm 
| bill would be disposed of in the course of this dey, 
| he wished to give notice, that he should to-morrow, 
| ’ 
| 


at one o’clock, ask the Senate to take up for coy, 
sideration the bill making appropriations to enable 
the President to bring the war with Mexico toa 
| speedy termination. 


| ARMY BILL. 


The Senate then passed to the consideration of 
the bill from the House to raise, for a limited time 
an additional military force, and for other purpo. 
ses. 
The bill was then read a third time; and the 
question being on its passage— 

Mr. HOUSTON rose, and moved to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs, with 
instructions so to amend the bill as to conform to 
| the amendments (with some slight modification) 
|| heretofore submitted by him, and disagreed to hy 
|| the Senate, while the bill was under consifleration 
| as in committee of the whole. 
| Mr. HOUSTON said that he regretted extreme- 
| ly that he should have felt himself compelled to 
| occupy any more of the time of the Senate on this 
|| bill. Deeming it, however, a measure of very 
|| great importance to the country, as well as to the 
|| organization of the army, he was constrained to 
|| give the views which had influenced him to make 
|| this motion. As to the war itself, he had uniform- 
|| ly been of the opinion that it was necessary from 
|| its incipiency. He was in favor of the original 
declaration of war, and he had also been of opinion 
that it ought to be vigorously prosecuted. And it 
was his wish, in submitting his amendment, to 
place the army in a situation to bring it to a speedy 
and successful termination. The proposition he 
had made would, in his opinion, enable the Gov- 
ernment to bring an efficient force into the field 
with more promptitude than if we adhered to the 
original bill. Numbers of volunteers were now in 
readiness, and were anxiously waiting in expecta- 
tion of their offers of service being accepted. It 
was a time of great emergency; the season was 
rapidly advancing; and unless the force contem- 
plated in the bill should be sent speedily, it could 
not reach the field of action before the spring. If 
regular troops were to be sent, it was impossible 
that they could be in readiness for effective service 
until the season for*action is over. He thought 
_ that his amendment would obviate this serious ob- 
jection to the employment of an additional regular 
force. To inlist, and collect, and memes a regu- 
lar force of ten thousand men, would necessarily 
consume some months, and, in the mean time, the 
| heats of summer will have commenced. The fatali- 
ties of a southern climate had already been very 
disastrous to our troops, and they are pregnant 
with admonition as to the future. Great numbers 
"had been swept off, the camp had been partly deso- 
lated, and hundreds who had escaped death were 
| still recovering so slowly as to render an early re- 

turn to duty impossible. If the new troops could 
be in the field during the month of March, they 
_ might, in that case, reach the table lands of Mex!- 
| co before the summer shall have so far advanced 
| as to render the heat dangerous to those who were 
unaccustomed to the climate. 
| He would suppose that the force was to be com- 
Thirty days at least would 


} 


' 


sed of lars. 
| vxpire before the regiments could be filled by the 
slow process of inlistment: it would then take 
thirty days more to collect them at the place of em- 
barcation; and another thirty days would elapse 
before they could be placed in a position to render 
effective service in the field. ‘Thus, the months of 
February, March, and April, would be consumed 
before they would be in the pesition where they 
were required: and by that time the sickly season 
would have commenced. These were some of the 
reasons which had governed him in submitting his 
motion. 7 f 
| But his main objection to the bill as it stood, 
rested on his ition to a regular army, both 
on the ground of national policy and the expendi- 
ture inseparable from it. Volunteers constituted 
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pounties for inlistment; no officers to be kept in | which had been brought into operation from every 
ay while inlistment was going on. Let the pro- || quarter, from persons who had thronged hither in 
cess go on as rapidly as it may, many .months | quest of military rank—since he had seen the num- || 


must be occupied in this service, and during that || bers of applicants for commissions, he had become I} 


@ cheaper description of force. There were no || opportunity of witnessing the prodigious influence i 


whole period, the recruiting officers must be kept || convinced that there must be danger from an in- || 
in pay: The volunteers required no clothing of a | crease of the regular force, Not that he looked || 
more costly kind, consumed no larger rations, made || for any immediate danger; it would be progressive | 
no charge for quarters before they were imbodied, || in its effect; the malign influence which would | 
and were always ready for service. They were | result was insidious in its operation, but the result || 
siso willing to engage for the same time of service, || upon our institutions would be not the less sure. | 
even to the end of the war. One of the objections || Let the army be increased, and we should see this 
which had been urged against the volunteers was | capital, as well as the other departments of Gov- 
that they entered the service for too short a term; || ernment, thronged, surrounded by ghese candidates 
that they engaged for only three months, a period |, for office. Hundreds were here this moment, 
parely sufficient to enable them to reach their desti- || who had abandoned the useful pursuits of private 
nation, and that they could searcely reach the camp, || life, disqualified themselves for all civil duties, and 
and have a few days repose, before their term ex- | suddenly and violently fallen in love with the pro- |, 
pired, when the whole camp was thrown into con- || fession of arms. Members of Congress were ap- || 
fusion, and the army appeared more like a mob || pealed to by relatives, and their appeals were list- | 
than a well-disciplined and efficient body. ened to, and yielded to, with a readiness which | 
In the war of 1812, the greatest reliance in the || menaced the safety of the Government. He did 
first instance was on volunteers. It was then || not mean to insinuate anything like censure on gen- 
found that the limitation of their term of service || ttemen who were thus wrought upon. ‘They are | 
operated injuriously, and the act under which they || influenced by the best feelings of our nature, and 
were called into service, was repealed, and twenty || it was only to be feared lest those feelings should | 
regiments of regulars were substituted for them. || prove too strong for the interests of the country. || 
The act of the 6th February, 1812, authorized the | These applicants were drawn hither from the very 
1 


President to accept of the services of fifty thou- || extremities of the land; they congregated here, as 
eand volunteers for the term of twelve months. The || to a common centre, and created an influence which 
number required by the act could not be mustered, || might be felt, in its mischievous consequences, 
therefore the system was abandoned, because it || through all future times; increasing in their danger | 
was thought that it would not produce the desired || from year to year, and from age to age. Before 
effect. || the evil became so great as to defy all remedy, it 
The act of 29th January, 1813, authorized the | 
raising of twenty regiments of regulars, each regi- | remembered, that if the army was a part of the 
ment to be composed of nine hundred men, for || body politic, it was neither the head, nor the body, 
the term of twelve months. As well as he could || but merely an arm, and by throwing too much 
recollect, these regiments were not filled; the Gov- || weight into that member, the more essential and 
ernment was disappointed in its expectations from || vital organs would be weakened and destroyed. 
this source, and volunteers.were again called for. || And we were even expected to exhaust our treas- 
Greater indueements were then held out to them || ury in feeding and cherishing this danger; so that 
than had been previously offered, and they were |; if, from that cause, ruin should come upon us, as it 
afterwards regarded as a reliable force. had come on the nations which had preceded us, 
The same law which authorized the raising of || it would be a ruin which we should have won by 
twenty regiments of regular troops repealed the || purchase. {| 
preéxisting law calling for volunteers; and the sub- || © When volunteers were called out in any sudden | 
sequent act of February 24, 1814, revived the acts || or dangerous emergency, they rendered the ser- 
of February and July, 1812, and fixed the term of || vices required of them during their specified term; 
service for volunteers at five years, or during the || they answered all the purposes for which they were | 
war. The last act authorized the President to || called into service; they became disciplined and || 
accept the services of forty thousand volunteers, || effective troops; and when all was done, they re- || 
to be apportioned among the States. turned to the waiks of civil and social life, with || 
This various legislation proved, that after all || the proudest of all rewards—the respect and grati- || 
the experiments made for carrying on the war || tude of their fellow-citizens. It was not so with | 
during the year 1812 had been tried, the volunteers, || regulars, whose ties to society were rent asunder, | 
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to take regulars. If you come at all, you must be 


| subjected to severe restrictions and hard privations. 


You shall have officers to command you whom you 
would never have elected; men of whom you have 


| no knowledge, and who have no sympathies in 
_common with yours, and to these you must yield 


implicit obedience.” 


his would not be giving any encouragement 

to that spirit of getis and self-devotion in the 
country to which we must look for sustaining it in 
a foreign war, whether brief or protracted in its 
We shall be comipdiied, or wonders 

would never cease, to rely on something more 


| than regulars before we get to the end of this war. 
| There would not be found a sufficient number of 


reculars to inlist, while there was any chance of 


| their being received as volunteers. There was one 


feeling common to all, which would lead every man 
to yield to his own promptings, rather than to the 
dictates of others, and to choose under whom they 
would be disposed to serve. It was a proper, a 
natural, a becoming pride, a high-toned patriotic 


| feeling, which made our citizens willing to come 


forward in the hour of danger, to serve their coun- 


| try, and, if needful, to die in defence of their liber- 


@ies; but it was a pride which ought not to be curbed 
and kept down by hard and unnecessary restric- 


tions. Suppose the ten regiments now required 
| for the regular army should not be filled, or found 


sufficient for the war, would an attempt be made 


| to fill the regular ranks out of the volunteers? Such 


a purpose could never be caried into effect. . 
Mr. H. then recurred to the legislation of the 


| last war in reference to regulars and volunteers, to 
was our duty to arrest its progress. It ought to be | strengthen the views he had thrown out, and re- 


| iterated the arguments he had before brought for- 
; . ¥ 
| ward as to the superior cheapness and efficiency of 


volunteers, and the ease with which, after the ex- 
aca of their term of service, they would slide 
ack into the civil walks of life, without causing 


any injury to the framework of society. He con- 
sidered that the passage of this bill, according to 


| the shape which it might assume, would exercise 


a powerful influence on the destinies of our coun- 
try. If regulars were authorized, it would be an 
influence for evil; but if volunteers were preferred, 
the effect would be beneficial. Let regulara be 
taken, and the impression would run through the 
country that this course was taken because the 
volunteers were not worthy of the confidence of 
the Government, and that for the defence of the 


| country the regular army only could be trusted, 


As he had not been able to bring his mind to such 


| . o . 7 . 
| conclusion, he had felt himself constrained to take 


the course he had taken. He disclaimed any desire 
to court popular approbation: he had not been ac- 


by making their term of service longer, were made || and who were cut off from the associations of pri- || tuated by a wish to make a speech which would 


equal to regular troops in their efficiency. It was || vate life. When the volunteer returned to his 
not, therefore, the name, but the material, which || home, he ceased to be a mere consumer. He re- | 
gave character to the force. It was necessary to || turned to be a producer, not a consumer. Ceasing | 
lengthen the term of service, because time must be || to be a citizen-soldier, he had become a citizen- | 
allowed to bring them into a state of conformity to || producer. Ele had thrown off his character as a 

certain prescribed and indispensable rules of tactics. || soldier, and become a citizen and a man. 
The raw volunteer was equal to the raw regular. 
lt is when men become associated together that || cast any reflection on the regular army. It had | 
emulation springs up in their bosoms, and a degree | engaged his earliest admiration, and his earliest | 
of pride exhibits itself which does not exist when || habits were connected with it. Every association | 
they are first brought into coéperation. A spirit || of his youth had been in the regular army. He | 
of rivalry induces them to submit to the restraints | had known men who held high rank in the army, | 
of discipline, and excites them to efforts by which || and he had known soldiers in their ranks. He had 

glorious deeds are achieved. So far as the volun- || become well acquainted with their feelings. He 
teer system had been tried in Europe, the highest || had known many officers of = worth, both as | 
expectations of their efficiency had been fulfilled. || gentlemen and as officers, and if they returned to 

In France, when all the Powers of Europe were || the walks of private life, he would estimate them 
called against her, armies of volunteers were raised, || as highly as any citizen. He had nothing, there- | 
which, by their discipline and valor, obtained the || fore, to say—he intended to say nothing, derogatory 
most brilliant successes, and established for them- || to the regular army. The sim of his argument 
selves and their country an enduring renown. was against the supporting of regular troops in 














Not to rely on volunteers, but to place reliance || preference to volunteers, and to their exclusion. | 


on regular troops, appeared to him the strangest 
picture which could be exhibited in our Govern- 
ment. Why should there be ter reliance ona 
regular army? Were they cheaper than volun- 
teers? If they were to be retained as a permanent 
establishment for the purpose of any emergency, 


And he took this view, because a regular standing | 
army was less in accordance with the genius of our | 
institutions, and with our character as a free peo- 
ple. It was our true policy to cherish every germ 
of patriotism in the country, and not, after it had 
shot forth and become vigorous, and grown to ma- 








i} 


| be read abroad. He had spoken and voted accord- 


| ing to the dictates of his deliberate judgment. 
That the measure had come to Congress with the 

recommendation of the President—that a resort to 

regulars had had the sanction of the highest au- 


'| thority—was to have neither a ground of exception 
In making these remarks, he had no intention to |,to it, nor a sufficient inducement to favor it. If he 


| thought that a measure was wrong in itself, he was 


|| not to be influenced to support it because it was 


| brought with the highest Executive sanction: con- 
| vinced that it was wrong, his vote would never be 
| given for it. He was not sent here to hold his 
| opinions in submission to those of any other in- 


i dividual. If his a was not sufficiently in- 


| structed to guide him in a right course, he still was 
| obliged to feel that he was placed in a position 
| where he must act by the best lights he could ob- 
tain from it. In all matters he was resolved to do 
_as his conscience admonished him. If he could 
| take this bill in its present form, and blindly vote 

for its passage against his solemn convictions of 
duty, he should feel he had no business here. But 


| while experience, with the aid of the best lights of 


| his own judgment, admonished him to pursue an 
| opposite course, he would pursue it regardless by 
| whom the measure was recommended. He would 
| look to the country only: he would be directed by 
| a single eye to its interests; he would not suffer 


or to repel an invading wa or to carry on war || turity, to lop off the branches and leave the trunk || his judgment to be influenced by the wishes of in- 
n 


against a foreign country, did not their existence en- 


naked and 


olate. Would it be wise or just to || dividuals, but endeavor so to act as to confer the 


tail a heavier cost on the country. Aregular army, || say to the volunteers when 7, came forward with || greatest benefits on the whole. 


our offers are " -|| Mr. HUNTINGTON said he did not intend 
ife. || again to enter into this discussion respecting vol- 

unteers. The main feature, as between volunteers 

| and regulars, had been settled by the Senate. He 
w hands, as we can upon the regular troops. || might agree with the Senator from Texas, that vol- 
e are, therefore, obliged to throw you aside, and || unteers were the best, under the circumstances; but 


it must be clear to every one. was inconsistent with || a tender of their services, ‘ 
the genius of our institutions, He had never felt || led, and you must be driven back to civil 

any apprehension of danger from a regular army, |; Your generous ardor we are bound to repress, 
be its number what they might, whether tea thou- || because we cannot rely upon you with arms in 
sand or one hundred thousand ; but since this bill 
had been under discussion, since he had had an || 
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he could not vote for the instructions of the Sena- 


tor from Texas. The Senate had decided the ques- | 
tion more than once; it could hardly, therefore, be | 


considered an open question, 

There were two objections to the amendment of 
the Senator from Texas. One was, that it pro- 
posed to give the appointment of the officers of 
these regiments, as well as of the companies, to 
the soldiers; and that, he thought, was highly in- 
expedient. The second objection was its uncen- 
ane It purported to confer on the Presi- 
dent of the United States not authority merely, but 
it was mandatory on him to commission the officers 
selected by the companies; and that, he held, was 
not within the power of Congress. If the Presi- 
dent commissioned, it was an act done on behalf of 
the United States; and he can commission none 
but officers of the United States, and under the 
laws of the United States. Congress could not 
compel the President to commission, any more 
than they could compel him to nominate. The 
might give him power to commission certain ofh- 
cera alone, and the act would be his. He might 
also nominate to the Senate, or commission by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate; but the 
nomination was a voluntary act, as was the cor 
firmation by the Senate, The Supreme Court hawt 
decided, that though the President may have nomi- 
nated to the Senate, and the Senate may have con- 


|| interest of six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, 
redeemable at the pleasure of the Government.” 

It would be perceived that this proviso autho- 
rized the issue of a six per cent. stock in payment 
of bounty, when the soldiers declined to receive 

land certificates, redeemable at the treasury, with 
interest payable semi-annually. Mr. H. confessed 
to his mind this proposition was exceedingly ob- 
jectionable. He could not conceive how he could 
| be brought to vote for such a proposition, present- 
| ed under such circumstances to the Senate. Yet 
| he would not now have moved in this matter, if he 
had conceived it to have been settled by the au- 
thority of the Senate; but when the amendment 
| was adopted, Senate was very thin, and even 
then the first vote was only decided by a majority 
| of two, and the second by a majority of one. He 
| hoped, therefore, if the bill was to be recommitted, 
it would be with other instructions than those of 
| the Senator from Texas—with those he had sub- 


| mitted, to strike out the proviso of the Senator | 


| from Rhode Island, to which he was opposed, be- 
| cause it created a national debt—a debt on interest, 
| which was the creation of a debt in itself. They 
| had already issued a large amount of paper: was 
_ it proper, therefore, to add to this debt? much less 
| was it proper to add to this debt for the purpose 

of giving bounties? Was anything of the sort 
/ever heard of in the civilized world? A bounty 
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| and at the end of their term of service an addition af 
i| : 

| 320 acres of land, being much more money than was 
|| now proposed to be given, and twice the quantity 
|| of land ; so that there was nothing so singular oy 
| extravagant in this as to call down all this denyy. 
|| ciation. The Senator from Connecticut, 
|| thought it was proposed to be given in a most yn. 
|| warrantable description of stock. Why, the 
have just authorized the payment of all the debis 
contracted in this war in certificates of smal] de. 
nominations, and he had heretofore spoken of jig 
effect on the financial affairs of the Government. 
| but if there was danger of such paper forming part 
| of the circulation, it was epee against, in this 
| case, by providing that they shall bear legal jy. 
| terest, which every one knew would prevent this 
| paper forming pest of the circulation of the 
|| country. But what would be the effect of putting 
|| sixteen millions of acres of land in market? If he 
| were the agent of all these troops—fifty thousand 
or one hundred thousand, as they might be—w 
‘|| whom sixteen millions of acres of land might be 
| given, what would he, or any other gentleman, do 
|| for the soldiers? Why, knowing that there was 
| a limited annual demand for the land of but two 
| millions of acres, he would advise them to do wit) 
| their certificates as merchants did with merchan- 
_dise: consign them to somebody that could wait 
| for the returns and realize their value. But if too 


too, 





firmed the nomination, the President was not bound | might be given in money when they had it; but |} much were put into market for several years, the 


to issue the commission. His act continued to be 
yeluntary up to the time of making the appoint- 
ment. For these reasons, he could not vote for 
the proposition of the Senator from Texas. 

r. H. did not intend now to occupy much of the 
time of the Senate, for he considered it a settled 
question, (**Go on, go on,”’) whether they should 
have volunteers or regulars; but he had a word or 
two to say of the precedents to which the Senator 
from Texas had appealed. That honorable Senator 
had referred to the act ofthe 27th of January, 1815, 
but he forgot to look at the first section. 
not provide for the appointment of officers by the 
soldiers, and that the President should subsequent- 
ly commission them; but that the officers should 
be organized under the laws of the States in which 
they were raised. ‘That was the distinction, and 
a very obvious distinction. 

{He read the section referred to in support of his 
position. | 

He then continued. That was the clause by 
which the volunteers were organized and officered 
by the States. But when they came to the third 
section, there was not a word about the President 
doing anything to them; but the President was 


It did | 


was such a thing ever heard of as the creation éf 
a stock for the purpose of giving bounties? 

Mr. H. was opposed to this also, not only be- 
cause it created a debt, but because it created a 
debt that was indefinite in its amount. Who 

| among them was so wise as to be able to tell what 
amount of stock, under this act, they should be 
called upon to issue? If this war should long con- 
tinue, instead of five millions, the amount would 
| be ten millions of dollars’ worth of stock that 
_ would be required to pay these one hundred dol- 
| lar certificates as bounties. Now, to this he was 
| opposed. He wanted to know what would be the 
/amount of this debt which was to be fastened on 
|, the country and on posterity, before he gave it his 
|| sanction. 
| But besides being indefinite in amount, this debt 
|| was also to be indefinite in duration. The Gov- 
| ernment was to redeem it at its pleasure, and he 
| was opposed to it on that ground. If they were 
| to create such a debt, let them fix a period for its 
| payment, and not leave it to exist for twenty or 


|| thirty years, or even half a century, with its annu- | 


7 accruing interest. 
ut he had still another objection. He objected 


|| price would uecessarily depreciate. This the Gov- 
| ernment could prevent by his amendment, without 
|| the cost of adollar; for it had all its agencies now 
|| established. It would be useless to attempt to sell 
| an acre of land for a dollar and a quarter, for some 
|| years to come, if the soldiers were to put so much 
| in the market, in such a manner as to reduce it to 
fifty cents an acre. If any Senator there had as 
| many million bales of cotton as we have acres of 
| land, he would be very sorry to see so many 
| brought into market by necessitous dealers. 
| The only effect, then, of his amendment on the 
finances of the country would be to sustain the 
| price of the lands. He had thought, and contin- 
'ued to think, that to many of the soldiers land 
would be preferable; but to those who live re- 
|| mote from the public lands, scrip would be more 
| desirable, and he would give them the option. 
| Mr. JARNAGIN said he concurred with the 
| Senator from Texas, that any additional force to 
‘| be called out, should be volunteers. Yet, when 
| that had been debated, not one day only, nor one 
| week, but three or four weeks, and if they were to 
| have it opened again, it would be decided in the 
| same way, he humbly submitted, whether it would 


simply authorized to take others who volunteered || to this debt, because it was created in the worst |! not be a waste of time. He hoped, therefore, that 
according to the laws, and the rules governing the | possible form. A certificate for stock was to be i the question would be taken on the reconsidera- 
military establishment of the United States; and || issued to every soldier in our army who should || tion, so that they might dispose of the bill. He 


then followed sections authorizing the President 
to commission them. By the subsequent sections, 
it was evident that this authority to commission 
applied to the latter class of volunteers who should 
be organized in conformity with the laws of the 
United States. And that was the proper course 
with respect to those who volunteered to serve the” 


United States under the laws of the United States. | 


But would it be supposed that, under this pro- 
vision, the President of the United States was to 


commission men who held commissions under the | 


States? Why should they have two sets of com- 
missions? If they were commissioned under State 
laws, how could such a construction be given to 
these provisions as to require another commission 


to be issued by the President of the United States? | 


He submitted to the common sense of gentlemen 


opposed to the amendment. 

He had said that he did not rise with a view to 
discuss this question; his object was, if this bill 
was to be recommitted, to endeavor to change the 
instructions. He would therefore move to strike 
out the instructions of the Senator from Texas— 
all after the words “‘ amend the bill’’—and insert 
instructions to the Committee on Military Affairs 


to report the bill without the proviso of the Sena- | 


tor from Rhode Island [Mr. Stumons} to the ninth 
section, which was as follows: 


“Provided, further, That every such non-commissioned | 
officer, musician, and private, who may be entitled, under | 
the provisions of this act, to receive a certificate or warrant | 


for one hundred and sixty acres of land, shall be allowed the 
opiion to receive such certificate or warrant, or a treasury 
scrip for one hundred dollars, and such scrip whenever it is 
preterred, shall be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to such person or persons as would be authorized to receive 
euch certificate or warrant for lands; said scrip to bear an 


|| inlist for twelve months. Each one was to have 
this bit of paper, and to draw his six per cent. 
semi-annually. He looked upon this as degrading 
to the Government. A six per cent. stock like this 
would float about in the community. He was op- 
posed to the whole of it. Let them give bounties 
| as proposed by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Cor- 
|| WIN,] but notcreate a debt—especially such a debt. 
|, He thought the proviso of the Senator from Rhode 
‘| Island would be deleterious in its results too, as it 
| was calculated to lessen the credit of the Govern- 
/ment. He would not now stop to say how much 
| it would tend to prevent the Government getting 
| the regular loan which a few days ago they autho- 
| rized; but he had such serious objections to that 


should not have moved a recommitment; but as 
' the motion had been made, he would move to 
| change the character of the instructions. 

| Mr. SIMMONS felt called upon to say a few 
| words in defence of a proposition which he had 


| the honor to submit, and which had been twice 


voted on and approved by yeas and nays. The 
| Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Huntincton] 
| seemed to think it was a most extraordinary pro- 
vision; and it had been so designated by the Sen- 
|, ator from Kentucky, (Mr. CrirtEenven,| before it 

was voted on. The Senator from Kentucky had 
| asked, in very significant language, **Who ever 

heard of such a bounty as this???’ Now, if they 
| would turn over the statute books of the time of 
| the last war with Great Britain, they would find, 
as he heard the Senator frém Massachusetts [Mr. 
|| Wessrer] say a few days 
ment paid $120 apiece to each soldier, as bounty, 


|| proviso, that he could not refrain from thus throw- || 
. | ing himself on the indulgence of the Senate. He | 
that this could not be done, and therefore he was | 


» that the Govern- || 


‘| was satisfied, if the bill were recommitted, the 
|| sense of the Senate having been tested, that after 
‘| another week’s discussion, they would find them- 
selves just where they were now. With these 
|| views, he should feel constrained so to vote, as to 
_ prevent any further discussion. 

| Mr. HOUSTON briefly replied to the remarks 
of the Senator from Connecticut, quoting the law 
| which that Senatar had referred to, in proof of the 


|| accuracy of the interpretation, which he had here- 
|| tofore given of it. 

| Mr. BENTON said, as this movement might 
'| lead to another week’s debate and examination, he 
| desired the vote to be taken by yeas and nays. 

| Mr. MANGUM moved a division of the ques- 
| tion, so that the vote should be taken first on the 
| recommittal, and next on the instructions. 

_ Mr. CRITTENDEN, with deference to a gen- 
, tleman who had occupied so long the chair of the 
| President, was of opinion, that the question was 
|| not divisible. He was opposed to the recommit- 
| 
j 
} 


| ment of the bill, unless it was with particular In- 

| structions. The question was now on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Connecticut. ; 

‘| Mr. MANGUM admitted, that the question 

|| should first be taken on that amendment, but added, 

|| that the question would be divisible afterwards. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER concurred in this 

| Opinion. 

1 Mr. CRITTENDEN said he should vote for the 
| 





nstructions, to get rid of a most obnoxious feature 
in the bill—the creation of a national debt off it 
u 


amount, to which he could not consent. 
the amendment did not carry, he should vote 


} 





| against the recommitment. : 
“The question was taken on Mr. Huntmveron s 
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amendment, and it was not agreed to: Yeas 18, i 
nays 28, as follows: | 

yEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, 
j, M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, 
Huntington Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, 
Uphain, an Woodbridge—18. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, a i 
py, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cameron, Cass, Chal- | 
mers Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, John- 
son of Louisiana, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, 
Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee— 28. 

The question was then put on Mr. Hovsron’s 
amendment, which was lost without a division. 

The question then recurred: ‘Shall this bill 

8 a? 
OMe. HANNEGAN called for the yeas and nays, | 
and they were ordered; and, being taken, resulted | 
thus: Yau 39, nays 3. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- | 
ton, Badger, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Butler, | 


Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John || 
M. Clayton, Dayton, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegau, Jarnagin, || 


j 
| 
} 

i| 

| 


, 


Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morehead, || 
Niles, Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, || 
Turney, Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulee—39, | 
NAYS—Messrs. Cilley, Corwin, and Davis—3. | 
So the bill was passed, and returned to the House || 
of Representatives for concurrence in the amend- || 
ments. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

' 

} 

| 


On motion by Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate then | 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- || 
ness; and, after some time spent therein, the doors | 
were opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





| and thus conferred with the President or any other officer 


)| and through what channel, Santa Ana was informed that an 


E CONGRE 


ment of Mr. Asumun, was then seconded, and the |! 
main question ordered to be: put, viz: Will the 
House agree to the amendment? (Mr. Asumun’s.) 
Mr. BURT moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table; which motion was deci- 
ded in the negative: Yeas 29, nays 125. 
So the House decided that the resolution and 


|| amendment should not be laid on the table. 


The — was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Asumun, (which is in the following words:) | 
“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to inform this House if any officer or agent of the 


United States was sent by him, or by his direction, to Ha- 


| Vana, to advise, procure, or in any way to promote the re- 
| turn of Santa Ana to Mexico; or whether any person visited 


Washington city, and conferred with the President or any 


| officer of the Government upon the subject of said return of | 


Santa Ana; and, ifsc, who was the officer or agent, what 
were his instructions, and when was be sent on such mis- 
sion; or who was the person that visited Washington city, 


of the Government, and what was decided upon at such 


| conference. Also, that he inform the House by what means, 


order was issued to the commander of our naval forces in 


|| the Gulf of Mexico, directing said commander not to ob- 


struct Santa Ana’s return to Mexico; and that he also trans- || 
mit to this House copies of any letters, communications, or 
papers of any kind in the Executive Department of the Gov- 
erninent in any way relating to the subject of Santa Ana’s | 
return to Mexico. 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform this House whether the United States | 
have any diplomatic agent to the Government of Mexico; 
if not, when they ceased to have such an agent; and if the 
United States have such an agent, who he is, what duties | 


| he has performed since the war with Mexico, what compen- 


sation he has received, and what is his present rate of com- 


| pensation.”’ 
|| - And it was decided in the negative, by yeas and 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || hays, as follows: 
M 8 | YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, 
onpay, February 1, 1847. || Bell, Milton Brown, Buffington, Burt, William W. Camp- 


The Journal of yesterday having been read— i| bell, Carroll, Cathcart, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, 


Mr. McDOWELL, of Virginia, rose to move a 
correction. On the resolution of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Cocxe,] he (Mr. McD.) was 
recorded as having voted in the negative, whereas 
he was one of the small minority-who had voted in 
the affirmative. 

The Journal, having been ordered to be corrected || 
accordingly, was approved. | i| 

The SPEAKER announced that the business || 
first in order was the demand for the previous || 
question (pending at the adjournment on Saturday) || 
on the resolution of the gentleman from Mississip- | 
pi, [Mr. Jacos Tuompson,] calling on the Presi- || 
dent for certain correspondehce. 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, asked leave to offer 
a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL desired to be informed 
by the Chair what had become of the special order 
which had been set apart for this day, (being the 
bill commonly known as the three million bill.) 

The SPEAKER said that the previous question | 
having been demanded, the special* order would | 
come up immediately after the pending matter was | 
disposed of. | 

Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL again asked the || 
Unanimous consent of the House to introduce a | 
joint resolution authorizing and directing the Joint | 
Committee on the Library to contract with W. H. || 
Powell (the artist who executed the picture of | 
“Columbus before the Council of Salamanca,” | 
now exhibiting in the Congress Library) for the | 
execution of a painting for the remaining vacant | 
panel in the Rotundo, on the same terms on which 
the paintings have been obtained from Messrs. 
Chapman, Weir, and Vanderlyn. «| 

Objection being made, Mr. McD. moved to sus- | 
pend the rules; but the SPEAKER decided the | 
motion out of order?pending the demand for the | 
previous question on the resolution above men- || 
tioned. 
_ On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, by leave, 
it was 

Ordered, That 1500 extra copies of the report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office be 
printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. A. STEWART asked leave to introduce a | 
bill, in pursuance of previous notice given. Ob- 











jected to. 

Mr. FICKLIN, on leave, gave notice of a bill to 
grant to the States of Indiana and Illinois the privi- 
lege of improving the navigation of the Wabash 
river, 


The demand for the previous question on the 


resolution of Mr. Jacos Tuompson, and the amend- 


|} Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, 
|| Dockery, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, Gid- 
|| dings, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, 
| Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Sam- 
| uel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt. Joseph R. In- 
|| gersoll, D. P. King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Long, MeCiel- 
|| land, MeGaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, 
|| Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ripley, Julius Rock- 
| well, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Truman 
Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Sinith, Stephens, Stewart, | 
Strohm, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Tiiden, ‘l'oombs, ‘l'rumbo, 
Vance, White, Winthrop, and Young—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bedinger, Benton, J. Black, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William G. 
Brown, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Cullom, Cummins, Cunning- 
ham, Daniel, De Mott, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, |) 
Etlett, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Garvin, Grover, 


. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn | 
Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Leake, Leffler, Leib, La Sere, || 
Lumpkin, McClean, McCiernand, McDaniel, Joseph J. Me- | 
Dowell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Morse, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Pills- | 
bury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, | 


|| Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard || 


H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark- 
weather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, Jacob || 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Wil- || 
liams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Woodworth—99. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CARROLL now moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 
The CHAIR ruled the motion out of order. 
The question then recurred on the passage of | 
the original resolution, which is as follows: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communicate to the House of Representatives such |! 
rts of the correspondence of enocns Taylor as 
ave not yet been published, and the publication 
of which may not be deemed detrimental to the | 
public service; also, the correspondence of the | 
Quartermaster General in relation to transporta- | 
tion from General Taylor’s army; also, the reports |. 
of Brigadier Generals Hamer and Quitman, of the | 
operations of their respective brigades on the 2lst || 
of September last. 
| 
| 


And it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 101, | 
nays 62. 
the resolution was adopted. 
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Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL stated that he had no 
objection to the proposition, and he would there- 
fore move to postpone the special order to Monday 
a take precedence of all business until dis- 

osed of. 

Mr. WILMOT wished, by general consent, to 
be permitted to move an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected, and raised a point 


—~ cern re le Te et 


| of order. 


Mr. RHETT also objected strenuously. 

Mr. WILMOT said he only wanted to have his 
amendment read, so that the House might know 
what it was. p 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment not to be in 
order. 

Mr. PRESTON KING took an appeal from 
that decision. 

Mr. WILMOT asked that the amendment be 


read. 


{Loud objections in various quarters. ] 
Mr. RHETT inquired of the Chair whether an 


' amendment could be read, if objection was made, 


which was not in order? 

The CHAIR replied that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Kine] might have it read asa 
part of his argument in support of his appeal. 

The amendment was then read as follows: 

“Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there shall he 
| neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in any territory on 
the continent of America which shall hereafter be acquired 
by, or annexed to, the United States, except for crimes 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Pro- 
vided always, That any person escaping into such territory 
from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one 
of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully re- 
claimed and conveyed out of said territory to the person 
claiming his or her labor or service.’ 


Mr. KING stated that his reason for taking the 


'! appeal was, that the amendment might be read and 


ordered to be printed, so that the House might 
| have it before them together with the bill, that the 
| whole might be considered together. Mr. K. then 
withdrew his appeal, and moved a suspension of 
the rules, that the resolution might be offered and 

' ordered to be printed. 
The CHAIR ruled the motion to be out of or- 
der. There was already a subject made the special 





order by a vote of two-thirds. This was equivalent 


to a suspension of the rules; and therefore no new 
motion to suspend could be received. 
Mr. KING acquiesced and withdrew his appeal. 
The question on postponing the bill to Monday 


next was then taken, and decided as follows : 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Barringer, 


| Hamlin, Harmanson, Henley, Hopkins,G. 8. Houston, Hun- || Benton, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowdon, 
| ge James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James 


Bow!in, Boyd, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Cul- 
lom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, De Mott, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellert, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, 


| Garvin, Giles, Gordon, nl Henley, Hoge, 


Hopkins, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Leake, Leib, La Sere, 


| Ligon, Lumpkin, McClelland, McClernand, McCrate, Me- 


Daniel, Joseph J. MeDowell, James McDowell, MeKay, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, 


| Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rit- 


ter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, 
Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, James 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, ‘Tibbatts, Tredway, Wick, 
Williams, Woodruff, Woodward, and Yost—97. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arsold, Ashmun, 
Bell, Brinkerhoff, William G. Brown, Buffington, John H. 
Camphell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, 


' Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, 


Elisworth, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, Gid- 


‘) dings, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, 
' Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel} D. Hubbard, 
| Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Danie) P. 


King, Pre-ton King, Thomas Butler King Leftler, Lewis, 
Long, McClean, McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Rhett, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Reor, 
Runk, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thiho- 
danx, Thomasson, jamin Thompeon, Tilden, Toombs, 
Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Wood, Wright, and Young—83. 


So the special order was postponed until Monday 


| next. 


Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 


Mr. COBB moved a reconsideration of the vote, | itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


which motion was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER now announced the special or- | 
der, viz. the bill appropriating $3,000,000 to enable 
the President of the 


the business next in order. 
Mr. McKAY appealed to Mr, C. J. Incersort 
to suffer the special order to be postponed for a 


few days, that the House might take up and act || 


on some of the appropriation bills, 


| 


; 
| 
; 


|| the Union. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, earnestly en- 
treated him to waive his motion, to enable Mr. C. 


nited States to conclude a || to present a subject which was of the greatest mo- 
treaty of peace with the Republic of Mexico, as || ment to him a 


to the people of his district. He 


|| wished to offer a resolution of inquiry touching the 


dismission of an officer of the Alabama volunteers, 
without being tried. 
Mr. McK AY having yielded to Mr. C.’s earnest 


intercession— 
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ceived only by general consent. 

Mr CHAPMAN said if any gentleman object- | 
ed, he should move to suspend the rules. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. CHAPMAN then offered his resolution, as | 
followa: i 

Resolved, That the President of the United States |! 
be requested to communicate to this House any 
information in his possession showing the reasons | 
why the Alabama regiment of volunteers was sta- | 
tioned and continued on the Rio Grande and not || 
marched forward to participate in the battle of | 
Monterey, when other regiments of volunteers | 
from other States who arrived long subsequent to 
the Alabama regiment in the hostile country were || 
allowed to march before them and participated in |) 
that battle. 

Resolved, further, That the President be request- 
ed to inform this House for what offence, and 
under what law or regulation of the army, Briga- 
dier General Shields, while commanding the Uni- 
ted States troops at Tampico, Mexico, deprived 
Lieutenant John MeDuff (of Captain James’s com- | 
pany, from Jackson county, Alabama, in the regi- 
ment of volunteers from that State commanded by, 
Colonel John Coffee) of Lis command, and ordered 
him home, without giving him the benefit of a 
court of inquiry or court martial to inquire into the 
charges, if any, against him. 

Mr. ©. said it was due to him, as well as to the 
individual concerned, that the facts of this case | 
should be known. He then adverted to the fact 
that Colonel Coffee, the commander of the Ala- 
bama regiment in question, was his own inmate 
friend, and came from his own district; that uni- 
versal complaints prevailed among the Alabama 
volunteers that they were detained on the banks 
of the Rio Grande, occupied in guarding posta, 
while others, who came upon the ground long after 
them, had been permitted to go forward, and to 
share in the triumph at Monterey. This was in- 
jurious to the character of the regiment and of the | 
State. Reports had been circulated that the men | 
of the regiment were undisciplined and its officers 
incompetent; but Mr. ©. should not speak for | 
these men; he would allow them to speak for 
themselves: and he thereupon sent to the Clerk’s |) 
table a very long remonstrance from the officers of 
the Alabama regiment, addressed to General Tay- 
lor. 

Mr. FICK LIN hoped the gentleman would in- 
clude in bis motion the third and fourth regiments 
of the Illinois volunteers. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, resuming, went on to excuse 
himself for bringing the subject before the House, | 
by the sense of duty he felt to Colonel Coffee, on || 
whom he pronounced a warm eulogium for his | 
modesty and unassuming disposition, which had | 
exposed him to the charge of incompetency. Had | 
he been more vain and bold, and more inclined to | 
xush his own claims, as some others did, he would 
‘oor been more likely to escape the charge. He || 
made ne complaint, but he considered himself || 
badly treated; he had Jost his proper place in the || 
honor shared by the army. Mr. C. hoped this || 
was not because he came from a district which 


| 
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|| a chance of fightng. 


| would it be wise to use it? 





character, and the wrong he had received, with the 


| warmth of a personal friend and representative. 


Mr. GORDON moved the previous question on 
the adoption of the resolution. 
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were landed in so diseased a condition as to be un. 
able to walk, and were carried in carts to the alms. 
| house, and sometimes died by the way. Numbers 
| died on the passage from the same cause. By this 





Mr. UGLASS said General Shields was from +. abuse an immense expense was imposed on the 


his State, and he wanted a word in reply. 


Mr. GORDON would not withdraw his call for | 


the previous question, and the resolution was 


|| agreed to. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved a reconsideration, to al- 
low Mr. Dove ass an opportunity to reply. 
Mr. DOUGLASS said he thought there were 


palpable reagons why the resolution should not be | 


adopted. 


there were others in the same situation? Illinois 
had sent four regiments, and yet only one had had 
Indiana had sent three, and 
Kentucky three: only one regiment from either of 
these States had been ordered forward. Why not 
inquire into the reasons for this too? 


But the Alabama regiment must have General 
‘Taylor’s reasons why one regiment was ordered 
forward and another not. What for? Was it in- 
tended to impeach General Taylor for the details 
of his military arrangements? Other States might 
push the same inquiry with the same justice, and 
with as litiie cause of complaint. 


of the military operations of a general in the field ? 


If these things were to be ordered by the House, | 


what did we want with a commander-in-chief? 
| Voices, ‘* Yes, or with a lieutenarr general?’ A 
laugh.] Even if the House had the authority, 
He thought not. As 
to the complaint against Brigadier General Shields, 


| the gentleman assumed that all the assertions in the 
'| letter which had been read were true, and on them 


founded a resolution of inquiry; but the House 


would not assume any such thing against one of | 
the most gallant and honorable men living, on a |) 
| letter which, however natural it might be as com- 


ing from a colonel in behalf of his heutenant, only 
stated what was reported in camp, but not what he 
personally knew. It contained no evidence—not 
a parucle; and if the lieutenant had been wronged, 


| he ought to have complained and had a court mar- 


tial; and had his colonel thought him wronged, his 


| resort should have been to his commanding general, 


according to the rules of war, which he had sworn 
to support, and not to a member of Congress. Mr. 
D. disclaimed all imputation on- the character of 


Colonel Coffee, nor would he suffer any to be cast || 


on that of Brigadier General Shields. 

[After some explanations be.ween Mr. CHAPMAN 
and Mr. Dovugtass,] 

Mr. RATHBUN moved the previous question 
on the reconsideration, and the vote adoptung the 
resolution was reconsidered. 

Mr. GORDON then moved that the resolution 


_ be laid on the table, and on that he moved the pre- 


vious question. 
Mr. CHAPMAN asked the yeas and nays, but 
the House refused to order them, and the resolu- 


i 
1 ee . 
was called ‘ the Gibraltar of Democracy’’—a dis- || tion was laid on the table. 
| 


trict where the Demoeratic flag had never trailed | NMr. RATHBUN, by leave, from the Commit- || 


in the dust. He hoped it was not; but such talk 1} 
prevailed in the regiment. Meanwhile, the facts || 
ought to be known, and General Taylor might | 
have an opportunity to justify himself for the | 
course he had pursued. 

Mr. C, here’ referred to a letter from Colonel 
Coffee, expressing a hope that the time might come 
when he and his soldiers would have an opportu. | 
nity of winning a portion of the laurels which had | 
Serge fallen to the lot of others. | 

Mr. C, then alluded to another letter from an offi- 
eer at Tampico, dated on the 8th of December Jast, | 
complaining that Brigadier General Shields had | 


to Belfonte, without the sentence of a court of in- ] 
quiry or court martial, for an alleged neglect of |) 
duty when the lieutenant was returned upon the I] 
sick list. et a 
A discussion of some length ensued, in which || 
Mr. C, referred to the publicity of this charge in |! 
Atabama; the time he had had the letter in his 
ossession; his application to the Secretary of | 
Var and to the President for information; his fail- | 
ure of suceess, and his ultimate rergort to the House 
for redress. He urged Mr. MeDuff’s excellent | 


hittee on the Judiciary, to which had been refer- 
red the bill for the more easy ascertaining of the 
names of the owners of ships and vessels, reported 
an amendatory bill, entitled ‘‘A bill for the reduc- 







tion of costs in courts of admiralty against ships or || 


vessels in certain cases.’’ 

Mr. R. briefly explained the grievance which 
this bill was iutended to remove. It was a great 
annoyance to shippers, did no good to the sailors, 
and only put money into the pockets of a certain 
class of lawyers. . 

Afier some explanatory conversation with Mr. 
J. R. Lyeersoit and Mr. Tuurman, the bill was 
engrossed, read a third time, and paseed. 

r. RATHBUN, by leave, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill to regulate the carrying of 
passengers in merchant vessels. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third time— 

Mr. R. said this was a bill intended to correct 


| one of the most enormous and aggravated abuses 


which now existed in Christendom. The emi- 
grants from abroad frequently came into the port 


| of New York in such a crowded condition on 


board of the ships which brought them that they 


cd. And, first, why must this inquiry be | 
made in regard to the Alabama volunteers, when | 


All were | 
| anxious to fight; all who went thought themselves | 
fortunate in the opportunity, and those in the front | 
ranks of the battle esteemed themselves highly so. | 


Where did that | 
Flouse vet its authority to inquire into the details | 


| city, as well as a crying inhumanity perpety 

The object of the bill was not to a te 
tion, but to provide by law that sufficient Space 
should be reserved on board the importing Ships 
for the comfortable accommodation of the pasgep. 
| gers, so that they might arrive on our shores jy a 

state of health, instead of presenting a revoltin 
| Spectacle, which was a disgrace not only to oy 
laws and our country, but to humanity itself, 

Mr. LEVIN then rose and said he should moye 
| to amend the title of the bill so as to make it read 

‘*A bill to afford additional facilities to the auipers 
and criminals of Europe to emigrate to the Uni- 
ted States;”” and wet into a speech at length, in 
opposition to the whole system of importing voters 
from abroad; attributing it to a party poliey, with 
a view to weaken the Native American party, &e, 

When he concluded— 
_Mr. THURMAN moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of New York, demanded to 
be heard on the merits of the bill, and to have an 
opportunity of offering an amendment; but the pre- 
vious question was seconded, and under its power 
the bill was ordered to a third reading and passed, 
Yeas 94, nays 48. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to reconsider the vote on 
the passage of the bill, and then moved to lay the 
| motion to reconsider on the table. 

And the question being put, it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the motion to reconsider waa laid on the table, 
and the bill stands passed. 


PENSION BILL. 

_ On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. James 
‘THompson in the chair,) and proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the 
| payment of revolutionary and other pensions of 
| the United States for the year ending 30th June, 

1848. : 
\|. Mr. DANIEL P. KING moved to add the fol- 
! lowing item to the bill; which was disagreed to: 
|| For payment of pensions under the law creating the pri- 
|| Vateer pension fund, passed, June 26, 1812, $3,000.” 
| Mr. DANIEL P. KING moved to add the fol- 
| lowing item to the bill; which was disagreed to: 
| « For the payment of pensions to wounded privateersmen 
as pledged by the United States Government by act of Con- 
gress, June 26, 1812, $2,800.” 
| Mr. FARAN moved to add the following to the 
1} bill : 
| « "That all the provisions of the act of July 4, 1836, entitled 
| © An act granting half pay to widows or orphans, where their 
husbands and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
military servicg of the United States, in certain cases, and 
for other purposes,’ be continued for another term of five 
|| years to all those widows and children who have had the 
|| benefit of the same, and whose pensions have expired, or 


|| shall expire within twelve months from the passage of this 
\| act.?? 


Mr. McK AY inquired of the Chair if the amend- 
ment was in order: 


The CHAIR decided the amendment out of 


Mr. FARAN appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

After some remarks by Messrs. WINTHROP 
and SCHENCK— ree 
| The CHAIR stated that, on further examining 
) the amendment, he would decide it to be in order. 
| . The question on the amendment was then put, 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 


j 
| 
' 
} 


} 








and decided in the affirmative: Ayes 68, noes 48. 

| The bill was then reported to the House a8 

amended by the committee, * 

| The question was on concurring with the com- 
mittee in their amendment; when— 

Mr. McKAY said, in order to afford time to ex- 

|| amine the amendment, he would move that the 

|| House adjourn, but withdrew his motion at the 

| Tequest of 

| Lhe SPEAKER, who laid before the House 
sundry Executive communications, as follows: 

I. A communication from the President of the 
United States, in answer to a resolution of 
House of Representatives of the 20th instant 

| transmitting reports from the Secretary of War, 


the Adjutant General, and Paymaster General of 


the army, in relation to the appointment of certain 
anawat the House of the 29th Congress 10 
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